Sheikh Sabah arrives in Syria 

DAMASCUS (Agencies)—The head of an Arab League committee 
trying to end Lebanon's political crisis arrived in Damascus Friday 
to brief Syrian leaders on their efforts, officials said. They said 
Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad Ai Sabah, Kuwait's foreign minister, 
would have talks with Foreign Minister Farouq AI Sbaraa on the 
co mm i tt e e ’s meeting in Tunis this week with the leaders of 
Lebanon’s two governments. The six foreign ministers held talks 
with acting Prime Minister Selim Hoss and General Michel Aoun, 
who beads a rival administration. After three days of talks. Sheikh 
Sabah said the leaders remained at odds hot his committee would 
continue contacts with other parties in Lebanon. 
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Jordan explains stand on Jerusalem 


MELBOURNE (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
. Hassan said Thursday that Jor¬ 
dan has always been keen on 
maintaining its strong ties with 
the occupied Holy City of Jeru¬ 
salem despite the Kingdom's 
decision last July to sever legal 
and administrative relations 
-with the occupied West Bank. 

In an address read out on his 
behalf by Kamel AI Shard*, for¬ 
mer minister of awqaf and Isla¬ 
mic affairs, to the fifth Interna¬ 
tional Conference on Religion 
and Peace, Prince Hassan said 
that Jordan had succeeded 
throughout the last 20 years to 
create the appropriate cir¬ 


cumstances for religious 
coexistence based on brother¬ 
hood, leniency and good neigh¬ 
bourhood despite the con¬ 
straints and problems posed by 
the exigencies of war. 

The Crown Prince said that 
Jordan had risen above political 
situations and unsustainable 
circumstances and continued to 
direct the necessary attention 
and care to the Christian and 
Muslim holy places in Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
Jerusalem had a special signifi¬ 
cance to followers of aO the 
monotheistic religions and 
Stressed the right of every party 


Peking formally 
invites Gorbachev 
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PEKING (AP) — China Friday 
formally invited Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to come to 
Peking for their nations’ first 
summit in 30 years, and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She¬ 
vardnadze accepted. 

The meeting between Gor¬ 
bachev and senior Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping is expected to 
formally normalise relations that 
turned hostile in 1960 when their 
predecessors quarrelled over the 
border and leadership of the 
world communist movement. 

“The coming Chinese-Soviet 
summit will be an event of great 
significance," the official Xinhua 
news agency quoted Premier Li 
Peng as telling Shevardnadze in a 
meeting Friday. He said the nor¬ 
malisation of ties will “help 
promote world peace and sta¬ 
bility." 

“It's official," Soviet embassy 
spokesman Viatcheslav Duhin 
said later at a news briefing. He 
said Shevardnadze would make 
an announcement about the date 
Saturday, after consulting with 
Deng. 

However, he said only a vague 
dare may be announced, such as 


late April or mid-May. So far, 
both sides have said only that it 
should be held in the first half of 
the year. 

Shevardnadze, who arrived in 
Peking Wednesday on the first 
such visit by a Soviet foreign 
minister in 30 years, flew Friday 
night to Shanghai and planned to 
meet Deng there Saturday. 

Duhin said he had heard Deng 
was in Shanghai for medical ex¬ 
aminations, but later qualified 
that he had heard only rumours, 
nothing special. 

“Certainly we don’t have offi¬ 
cial information about the health 
of Chinese leaders." he said. 
Rumours that the 84-year-old 
Deng is in poor health have been 
circulating around Peking this 
winter as every year, but there 
has been nothing to confirm 1 
them. 

After meeting Deng. Shevard¬ 
nadze was to fly back to Peking 
for a news conference before 
leaving for Pakistan. 

The Soviets released few de¬ 
tails of Shevardnadze's meetings 
Friday with his Chinese counter¬ 
part, Qian Qichen. and Premier 
Li, but confirmed that Sino- 
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f LAST-MINUTE NEWS j 


ibn AH, Qasem hold talks 

TUNIS (Petra) —- Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan AI Qasem met here Thursday with Tunisian President Zinc 
AI Abidine Ibn Ali and conveyed to him greetings and best wishes 
from His Majesty King Hussein. Ibn Ali and Qasem reviewed bilateral 
relations and means to bolster and develop them. They also discussed 
the recent developments on the Arab and international arenas and 
efforts for peace and stability in the Middle East and reviewed the 
outcome of a meeting of a six-member Arab committee entrusted with 
settling the Lebanese constitutional crisis. 

Panel on uprising to meet Monday 

TUNIS (Petra.) — The seven-member Arab committee entrusted with 
supporting the Palestinian uprising will hold a meeting here Monday 
at the level of the permanent representatives to the Arab League. The 
committee comprises representatives of Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Saudi Arabia, the Palestine Liberation Organisation and the 
Arab League General Secretariat. 

Iraq beats Jordan in World Cup match 

BAGHDAD (R>—Iraq beat Jordan 4-0 (halftime 2-0) in a World Cup 
West Asia Group One qualifying soccer match Friday. Scorers; 
Ahmad Radhi (26th, 43rd, 67th and 80th minutes). 

Israel unhappy over Nazi comparison 

TEL AVIV (R) — A U.N. officer in South Lebanon accused Israel 
forces this week of acting like Nazis, Israel radio said Friday. The 
report said Israel lodged a complaint with the United Nations Interim 
Force In Lebanon (UNDID ° ver remarks by a Norwegian battalion 
commander, J.E. Karisen. Israel radio reporter Haim Hecht said 
Karlsen had been denouncing the Israeli-backed South Lebanese 
Army’s (SLA) expulsions of resident from villages in Israel’s 
self-declared “security zone.” Military sources estimated the SLA has 
expelled some 70 residents of Shabaa village at the Toot of Mount 
Hermon in the bet two months on suspicion of resistance activities. 
Four others were expelled from the eastern sector of the “security 
zone” this week, Israeli sources said. Karis en m ade the remarks during 
a meeting between about 20 Israeli and UNIFEL commanders in South 
Lebanon Thursday, Hecht said. 

Palestinian embassy opened in Havana 

HAVANA (R) — A Palestinian embassy was opened in Havana 
Friday, the first such diplomatic representation in the Americas. Cuba 
was one of the first countries to recognise the independent Palestinian 
state declared in November. The embassy will replace the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) mission which had existed for a 
number of years. 

French envoy arrives in Beirut for talks on 
Lebanon’s crisis 

BEIRUT (S) — A French government envoy arrived in Lebanon on 
Friday for talks on a four-month-old political crisis threatening the 
country with partition. Jean Francois Deniau, vice-president of the 
For eign Affair s Committee of the National Assembly, arrived at the 
airport in west Beirut by private jet and was driven by embassy car to 
the Embassy sources said he was due to start talks with senior 
Lebanes e officials Saturday about the crisis, which began in Septem¬ 
ber when parliament foiled to elect a successor to President Amin 
Gemayel. . 


to freely practice its religions 
rights. 

Prince Hassan voiced appre¬ 
ciation for the noble motives 
expressed by nlamas and 
clergymen to hold such confer¬ 
ences as the one in Melbourne 
aimed at enhancing mutual 
understanding between follow¬ 
ers of the monotheistic faiths 
and finding a stronger current 
advocating peace based on 
right and justice. 

The Crown Prince also said 
that religious follow an 
approach for peace that might 
be different from that tradition¬ 
al approach of politicians in 




responsible positions. 

The fact that this region is the 
cradle of the three monotheistic 
religious should serve as a mo¬ 
tive for believers In these three 
religions to resort to reconcilia¬ 
tion and peace rather than 
wars, he said. 

Prince Hassan recalled the 
various wars which erupted 
throughout the ages around the 
walls of Jerusalem and said 
that the political power current¬ 
ly dominating the scene there 
ignores opportunities for peace, 
refuses to listen to the voice of 
mind, and prepares for new 
confrontations. 




HRH Crown Prince Hassan 


Only token Soviet 
force left in Kabul 


Amman meeting to lay 

economic foundations 
for 4-member bloc 


Mikhail Gorbachev 

Soviet differences over Kam¬ 
puchea were discussed for a 
second day. The Chinese-Soviet 
border, over which the two coun¬ 
tries fought briefly in 1969. also 
was talked about, Duhin said. 

“As far as I understand he 
(Shevardnadze) was satisfied with 
the talks. Duhin said. “He said 
some problems still have to be 
resolved and some things are left 
for Mr. Gorbachev, but he was 
satisfied in general.” 

Xinhua quoted Li as- telling 
Shevardnadze that his visit would 
give impetus to resolving the 
Kampuchean issue and “remove 
a major obstacle to the norma¬ 
lisation of relations between Chi¬ 
na and the Soviet Union." 


Velayati 
to attend 
U.N. talks 
on truce 
observers 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati will attend a meeting 
of the U.N. Security Council 
next week on extending the 
mandate of the U.N. force 
monitoring the Gulf ceasefire, 1 
according to the Iranian news 
agency IRNA. 

Hie agency said the idea of 
his trip was suggested by Jan 
Eliasson, the U.N. mediator 
who visited Tehran and Bagh¬ 
dad last week in an effort to 
get the stalled Iran-Iraq peace 
talks moving. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
Tuesday that Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz might also 
visit New York for the council 
session on Feb. 8 but did not 
say if he and Velayati would 
resume face-to-face talks, ad¬ 
journed since Nov. 11. 

Tehran Radio said Thursday 
Velayati would discuss the 
: peace talks with U.N. Secret¬ 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar while in New York. 

Tehran insists that Iraqi 
forces must withdraw from 
1,000 square kilometres of Ira¬ 
nian territory which it says 
they occupy. Baghdad says the 
disputed Shatt AI Arab border 
waterway must be dredged of 
war debris first. 

General Slavko Jovic, com¬ 
mander of the U.N. Iran-Iraq 
Military Observer Group 
(TJNIIMOG), said in Baghdad 
Wednesday that the formation 
of a military working group 
bringing together officers from 
Iran and Iraq was under study. 

Iraq said Sunday during 
Eliasson’s visit to Baghdad 
that it was ready to join such a 
group. Velayati described this 
as a positive step and said Iran 
had accepted the idea when it 
was first proposed soon after 
peace talks began Aug. 25. 


KABUL (R) — A major Soviet 
military convoy pulled out of 
Kabul in a snowstorm during the 
night, leaving only a rearguard in 
the besieged Afghan capital. 

Afghan soldiers questioned by 
reporters Friday said the column 
of tanks, armoured personnel 
carriers and trucks full of soldiers 
took three hours to file up the 
road to the Salang Pass. 

Soviet sources confirmed that a 
big convoy had left and said only 
1,000-1;500 men were left, mainly 
guarding the city's airport. 

They would be pulled out over 
the next week, in advance of the 
Feb. 15 deadline for Soviet troops 
to leave Afghanistan laid down in 
last April’s Geneva agreement. 

Neither the Afghan soldiers 
nor the Soviet sources could say 
how many vehicles were in the 
column, which passed into the 
blizzard between‘two and five 
a.m. 

The soldiers said it was sup¬ 
posed to rendezvous some 70 
kilometres up the highway with 
other Soviet units before crossing 
the 3,600-metre high pass. 

Soviet and Afghan forces laun¬ 
ched a major onslaught on rebels 
near the pass early last week to 
prevent their convoys being 
ambushed. 


Some 40 Western newsmen are 
in northern Afghanistan on an 
official trip to watch the soldiers 
cross the border to end Moscow's 
nine-year military involvement in 
Afghanistan. 

Other smaller convoys have 
been leavmg Kabul for several 
days, while giant Ilyushin-76 
transport planes are working a 
shuttle to take soldiers and equip¬ 
ment to the Soviet Union. 

A French journalist, one of 
some 35 Western newsmen in 
Kabul to cover the withdrawal, 
was shot and slightly wounded by 
a Soviet soldier Friday, a col¬ 
league said. 

Jean-Franco is Leven of the 
weekly L’Express was hit in the 
right "buttock by a bullet which 
passed through the door of his 
taxi- 

Le Monde correspondent Lau¬ 
rent ’ ZieCeWm said the soldier 
opened fire into the ground when 
he, Leven and a French photo¬ 
grapher began taking pictures of 
a group of Soviet servicemen and 
Afghans apparently trading. 

“We put our hands up and went 
back to the Cara,” Zeechini said. 
“He fired one more shot and it hit 
the car at wheel level. The bullet 
went through the door and into 
his buttock." 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, 
Egypt, North Yemen and Iraq 
will name a planned sub-regional 
economic bloc the Arab Coop¬ 
eration Council (ACC), accord¬ 
ing to Jordanian officials and 
Arab diplomats quoted by Reu¬ 
ters. 

The prime ministers of the four 
states would lay the foundations 
for the ACC group during a 
meeting in Amman in February, 
before its creation is formally 
declared during a planned mini- 
summit, Reuters quoted the offi¬ 
cials and diplomats as saying. 

The bloc will be geared to¬ 
wards economic cooperation and 
membership will be open for any 
Arab country that does not be¬ 
long to the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) or 
the planned Maghreb Union be¬ 
tween Mauritania. Tunisia, 
Libya, Algeria and Morocco. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai said 
in Cairo last week that work was 
under way to form the regional 
group, and that the issue came 
under discussion at the Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com¬ 


mittee meeting that was held in 
Egypt under the co-chairmanship 
of the Jordanian and Egyptian 
prime ministers. 

A group of Jordanian and 
Egyptian businessmen has just 
completed talks in the Egyptian 
town of Luxor by announcing 
plans to boost efforts for the 
formation of the new bloc. 

A statement at the end of the 
meeting said the two sides de¬ 
rided to set up a group to prepare 
a working paper containing prop¬ 
osals that would attain the 
greatest possible benefits from 
the projected group. 

The two sides emphasised the 
need to promote Jordanian- 
Egyptian economic cooperation 
and open the way for other Arab 
states to join in. 

The two sides agreed to pre¬ 
pare a list of industrial and agri¬ 
cultural products from Egypt and 
Jordan to be allowed to be mar¬ 
keted in either country with no 
customs duties or other barriers. 

The two sides set up commit¬ 
tees for investment and trade. 


transport and contracting opera¬ 
tions. 

The investment and trade com¬ 
mittee will issue import licences 
to merchants from either coun¬ 
try, while the transport commit¬ 
tee will make a study on reducing 
tariffs and rates on transport and 
transit operations and facilitate 
the ferry-boat transportation and 
travel between Aqaba and 
Nweibeh. according to the state¬ 
ment. 

lt said that the contracting 
committee would set up a joint 
construction unit to help the two 
countries deal with competition 
in construction works with other 
countries, and to pave the way for 
contracting operations in Iraq 
and North Yemen. The commit¬ 
tee will pursue talks in this matter 
with North Yemeni and Iraqi 
businessmen during this month’s 
meeting of Arab contractors in 
Baghdad, according to the state¬ 
ment. lt said that the two sides 
agreed to set up a joint firm for 
maintenance and electro-mecha¬ 
nical works with a S2 million 
capital. 


Palestinians enforce boycott 
of Israeli goods in W. Bank 


Israel plays down 
Mubarak criticism 


r TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A top 
aide to Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir Friday played 
down Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak’s harsh criticism of 
Israel over the disputed Taba 
resort, saying the issue had not 
created a crisis in relations. 

Mubarak accused Israel Thurs¬ 
day of jeopardising relations by 
its “repulsive” equivocation over 
withdrawing from the beachfront 
territory it seized in the 1967 war. 

Mubarak made the remarks 
even though the Israeli cabinet 
Wednesday said it was committed 
to withdrawal and would return 
Taba within two to three weeks of 
sealing other outstanding issues 
with the Egyptians. 

Yossi Ben Aharon, director 
general of the prime minister's 
office, said the cabinet derision 
showed Israel “wants to send 
the message to Egypt there is no 
crisis here." 

“We have to tell them... 
“come, let’s solve the problem in 
direct negotiations.’ We solved 
all the problems until now, prob¬ 
lems that were a lot more diffi¬ 
cult... this is a problem that can 
be solved," Ben Aharon said on 
Israel army radio. 

Industry and Trade Minister 
Ariel Sharon, meanwhile, said he 
believed Israel should consider 
destroying the luxury Sonesta 
hotel before returning Taba to 
Egypt. 

“With relations as expressed 
through the sharp... statements 
from Egypt, we certainly have to 
consider this possibility," Sharon 
said on Israel Radio. 


“It’s possible that relations 
with Israel are still such that it’s 
not a good idea to have extensive 
Egyptian activity or settlement so 
near the border," Sharon added. 

Compensation for the hotel is 
among the disagreements holding 
up Israeli withdrawal. Israel has 
insisted it would not set a timet¬ 
able for returning Taba until 
agreement is reached on com¬ 
pensation for the hotel as well as 
access to Taba for Israeli tourists. 

Two rounds of U.S.-mediated 
talks on Taba last month ended in 
deadlock, mainly over the issue 
of linking withdrawal to com¬ 
pensation and access. 

Abraham Sofaer, the U.S. 
State Department legal adviser 
who has been mediating the talks, 
went from Israel to Egypt Thurs¬ 
day to meet with Egyptian offi¬ 
cials. 

Mubarak warned Thursday the 
Israeli attitude is cracking bilater¬ 
al relations, causing loss of Egyp¬ 
tian confidence in Israel and thre¬ 
atening normalisation of relations 
tinder the two countries' 1979 
treaty. 

The tone of Mubarak’s re¬ 
marks to reporters reflected 
strong irritation and, at times, 
exasperation and anger. 

He said Israel was dragging its 
feet on withdrawal from Taba 
despite the arbitration ruling last 
Sept. 29 that upheld Egyptian 
sovereignty. 

He said Israel first sought to 
delay implementing the ruling be¬ 
cause of its parliamentary elec¬ 
tions last fall and formation of a 
new cabinet, which took weks. 


NABLUS, occupied West Bank 
(Agencies) — Masked Palesti¬ 
nians raided shops in Nablus at 
least twice this week, snatched 
Israeli-made sweets from the 
shelves and trampled op them in 
the streets, witnesses said Friday. 

In another incident, a group of 
protesters took away Israeli tax 
forms from merchants and 
burned them in the street. 

The United National Lead¬ 
ership of the Uprising has issued 
leaflets calling on Palestinians to 
boycott Israeli goods and refuse 
| to pay taxes to the occupation 
I authorities in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Israeli sources say the revenue 
of the West Bank “civil adminis¬ 
tration” was halved last year be¬ 
cause of the Palestinian uprising 
which began in December 1987. 

In the Gaza Strip, Israeli 
troops shot and wounded a 13- 
year-old boy in the Sha'ti refugee 
camp Friday, Palestinians said. 

Palestinians hurled a burning 
object, believed to be a firebomb, 
at an Israeli bus carrying workers 
near Jerusalem, Palestinians re¬ 
ported. No one was injured. 

Minors held for weeks 

A lawyer said Friday Palestinian 
minors from Arab east Jerusalem 
are routinely held for weeks with¬ 
out bail on charges of throwing 
stones or erecting roadblocks. 

In other cases, children under 
13 whom the law does not consid¬ 
er legally responsible are held for 
days because their parents can't 
pay bail, said attorney Shlomo 
Lecker. 

He said an 11-year-old and two 
13-year-olds were detained for 


five days each in a cell at the 
Russian compound, the Jeru¬ 
salem police headquarters, be¬ 
cause their parents could not 
come up with 750 shekels ($415) 
bail. 

Palestinian minors appearing 
before military courts in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank are routinely 
held without bail until the start of 
their trial, but before the begin¬ 
ning of the Palestinian uprising in 
December 1987, the practice was 
rare, Lecker said. 

Nine left-wing Israeli legisla¬ 
tors wrote a letter to Justice 
Minister Dan Meridor asking that 
the practice of holding minors be 
stopped. 

Dedi Zucker, a legislator from 
the Citizens Rights Movement, 
said the practice began a year ago 
after the supreme court ruled that 
monors — those between the 
ages of 14 and 18 — can be held 
without bail until the start of trial 
if they are charged with throwing 
stones. 

Since then, several dozen 
Palestinian minors have been 
held for several weeks under such 
conditions. 

The average sentence for 
stone-throwing is two months, 
Lecker said, adding that “some of 
these kids... end up spending half 
the sentence in jail, even if they 
are innocent." 

In other developments, Palesti¬ 
nian lawyers Thursday extended 
for another month their boycott 
of West Bank military courts. 

The " lawyers launched the 
boycott Jan. 3 to protest the lack 
of due process for their clients, 
and said they decided to continue 
the protest because the Israeli 
authorities have not responded to 


the complaints. 

Lawyers have said that trials 
are frequently postponed while 
suspects remain in jail, and au¬ 
thorities often fail to notify fami¬ 
lies of the whereabouts of de¬ 
tainees. 

Thursday, a 16-year-old 
Palestinian was shot and killed by 
army gunfire during dashes near 
the West Bank villages of Fahme 
and Kfar Rai, the army said. 

In another development, 
Israeli Trade and Industry Minis¬ 
ter Ariel Sharon said Thursday 
that West Bank troops withdrawn 
from some areas under a prop¬ 
osed peace plan could be sent 
back there at any time. 

He told a news conference in 
Brussels that the plan Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
announced Wednesday was ex¬ 
actly what was offered 10 years 
ago’in the Camp David accords. 

“There will be a withdrawal of 
troops, a redeployment to spedal 
locations. But I want to empha¬ 
sise; Israel said then and now that 
those troops being redeployed 
will retain their freedom of move¬ 
ment eveiywhere in the area," 
Sharon said. 

“Israel will forever be responsi¬ 
ble for its internal and external 
security,” he said. If there were 
any signs of "terrorist activity" 
the troops would go back into the 
areas. 

Shamir’s two-stage peace plan 
involves pulling troops out of 
towns in the occupied territories 
during a period of Palestinian 
“self-rule" with talks on the fu¬ 
ture status of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip taking place after five 
years. 





REDISCOVER YOUTHFUL RADIANCE 
Look 15 years younger 

Genesis West-Vitachem International Inc. invites you 
to attend a lecture on Live Cell Novadermy, a 
process which cures wrinkles, acne, liver spots, a 
biological therapy that preserve a youthful face. 

At the Jordan Intercontinental, Badya Room, 
on Saturday Feb. 4th, 5-8 p.m. For further 
information please contact Mrs. Rusnak Tel. 
621383. 


0 Announces that registration for kinder- 
^ garten and mixed elementary stages for 
jj the school year 1989 starts as of Feb. 8, 
( 1989, daily from 9.00 a.m. until 1.00 p.m. 
| and from 4.00 p.m. until 7.00 p.m. at their 
offices in the Housing Bank Complex, 
I Eighth Floor. 

| Telephones: 689580, 689581, 
l 689582, 689583, 689584 

ML _ _ P.O. Box 922840 € 
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2 Middle East News 

Shevardnadze due in Pakistan 
today for crucial Afghan talks 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 4,1989 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze makes a 17-hour 
visit to this capital Saturday in a 
last flurry of diplomatic activity 
aimed at averting further blood¬ 
shed in Afghanistan once Soviet 
( troops are gone. 

His 17-hour visit comes less 
than two weeks before the Soviet 
' army is scheduled to complete its 
troop withdrawal from Afghanis¬ 
tan following a nine-year military 
intervention to back the govern¬ 
ment against rebels. 

Shevardnadze is the highest- 
ranking Sovier official to visit 
Pakistan in more than 20 years. 
He was scheduled to arrive Satur¬ 
day at 11 p.m. (1800 GMT) and 
to depart at 4 p.m. (1100 GMT) 
Sunday. 

Soviet Defence Minister Dmit¬ 
ri Yazov visited Kabul in 
January. 

“We hope our talks with the 
Soviet leader will pave the way 
‘for a peaceful settlement, 
although the situation on the 
ground in Afghanistan is depress¬ 
ing,” a Pakistani government 
spokesman said recently. 

‘ He was referring to reports of 
■continued fighting between com¬ 
munist forces and the rebels, espe¬ 
cially along the main Soviet with¬ 
drawal route from Kabul north to 
the Soviet border. 


Mujahedeen forces are trying 
to lay siege to Kabul and other 
main cities such as Kandahar, 
southwest of Kabul, and Jalala¬ 
bad, across the frontier from 
Peshawar, to force government 
troops to surrender. 

Afghan President Najibullah 
declared firmly that his govern¬ 
ment would continue in power 
after the Feb. 15 departure of the 
Soviet troops. 

“I will say it clearly: Yes. Yes. 
we will survive. We have suffi¬ 
cient forces to defend the peo¬ 
ple's sovereignty,” he told a news 
conference Thursday. 

Looking confident and smiling 
often, Najibullah said only his¬ 
tory could judge whether the 
Soviet intervention of December 
1979 had proved a mistake or not. 

The news conference was held 
two days after the United States 
evacuated its last 11 diplomats 
from Kabul on security grounds, 
while several other Western 
countries considered similar 
steps. 

The U.S.-backed rebels are 
blockading Kabul in a bid to 
overthrow the Najibullah govern¬ 
ment after the Soviet Union with¬ 
draws the last soldier of a force 
that once numbered 115,000. 

Najibullah fiercely attacked 
Pakistan, blaming the entire con¬ 
flict in Afghanistan on the neigh- 


Bush considering arms 
sales to S. Arabia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent George Bush has informed 
Congress he may authorise the 
sale of 315 front-line Abrams 
tanks to Saudi Arabia and 200 to 
Kuwait while providing a third 
Arab country, the United Arab 
Emirates, with 40 F-18 fighter 
jets, informed sources said 
Thursday. 

Egypt, meanwhile, would get 
150 Hawk missiles and Israel 200 
shoulder-fired Stingers, said the 
sources, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

The potential Arab purchases 
could touch off another row 
with Israel's supporters in Con¬ 
gress, who were exceptionally 
successful during the Jimmy Car¬ 
ter and Ronald Reagan adminis¬ 
trations in blocking U.S. arms 
sales to Arab states. 
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bouring state and its U.S. allies. 
Pakistan bad stepped up the 
arming, training and assisting of 
the Mujahedeen guerrillas in con¬ 
travention of last April's Geneva 
agreement, he said. 

Under the agreement, bro¬ 
kered by the United Nations, 
Moscow agreed to withdraw its 
troops from Afghanistan. 

Since the signing of the accord, 
the rebels bad killed 6,954 people 
and injured 12,200 in bomb, mor¬ 
tar and rocket attacks, Najibullah 
said. 

Also Thursday, Iranian Fore¬ 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
concluded two days of meetings 
in Pakistan by urging the divisive 
rebel coalitions — one based in 
Iran and one based in Pakistan — 
to reach agreement on forming a 
new Afghan government. 

The rebels are at odds among 
themselves ■ over representation 
of the Iranian and Pakistani 
groups in a transition period or a 
new government. However, the 
rebels have so far unanimously 
rejected any role for members of 
Najibullah's government. 

The rebels from Pakistan and 
Iran are still at odds over a critical 
consultative council meeting but 
it will go ahead on schedule next 
week, a top negotiator said 
Thursday. 

Gulbuddin Hektmatyar told a 



Eduard Shevardnadze 

new conference he had offered 
eight Irao-bascd rebel groups 10 
seats each on the council, or 
“shura,” designed to approve, an 
interim government for Afgha¬ 
nistan. 

The Iran-based groups, from 
the Shi'ite sect of Islam, rejected 
the offer but negotiations would 
continue, said Hektmatyar, head 
of one of the seven Mujahedeen 
groups based in Pakistan. 

The seven, from the majority 
Sunni sect, would each send 60 
delegates to the Shura. 

The Iran-based groups are de¬ 
manding 120 seats, a number they 
say would represent the percen¬ 
tage of Shi'ite Afghans. 

“Now the ball- is in their 
court,” said Hektmatyar, who 
went to Iran last week for nego¬ 
tiations. “We expect they will 
respond and we are awaiting their 
reply." 


But the skillful management of 
James A. Baker, then the White 
House chief of staff and now 
secretary of state, and other 
Reagan administration operatives 
overcame stubborn resistance to 
the sale of AWACS radar planes 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Recently, U.S. and Egyptian 
pfficials completed arrangements 
for co-production in Egypt with 
the aim of providing the Egyptian 
army with Abrams tanks. 

The weapons list sent to Con¬ 
gress last Thursday is classified. 
Congressman Lee Hanilton. 
chairman of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives Foreign Affairs Sub¬ 
committee that deals with the 
Middle East, is understood to 
have cautioned other Congress 
members and staff aides not to 
leak any of the items. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. court approves extradition 

NEW YORK (AP) — A federal judge has ruled that a naturalised 
U.S. citizen accused of taking part in an attack on a bus in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank in 1986 could be extradited to Israel. 
U.S. District Judge Edward Koirnan Thursday stayed his order 
for 30 days to allow the lawyers of Mahmoud A1 Abed Ahmad to 
file a petition for a writ of ha be us corpus. Konnan's ruling was the 
result of a second extradition proceeding initiated by the U.S. 
government against Ahmad, who is wanted in Israel for allegedly 
participating in the attack on the bus on April 12,1986, in which 
the driver was killed and three passengers were seriously 
wounded. A federal magistrate, John Caden, had concluded last 
June 16 that Ahmad could not be extradited because his acts were 
a “political offence” and thus fell outside the purview of the 
extradition treaty between the United States and Israel. 

Khomeini pardons broadcasters 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini par¬ 
doned four radio executives a day after they were sentenced at his 
orders for broadcasting a programme which allegedly insulted 
Islam, the official Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported Thursday. IRNA quoted the daily, newspaper Jomhun 
Islami as saying Khomeini agreed to pardon the broadcasters 
Wednesday after receiving'an appeal on their behalf.from Chief 
Justice Abdul Karim Musavi Ardebili. The broadcasters were 
arrested at the weekend and sentenced Tuesday for airing a. 
phone-in programme in which a caller said the leading character 
of a Japanese soap opera, “Oshin,” was a better role model for 
Islamic women than the daughter of the Prophet Mohammed. 

Naccache demands 'promised release' 

PARIS (R) — A Lebanese gunman jailed for trying to kill the 
Shah of Iran's last prime minister warned Thursday of bloodshed 
if France did not keep an alleged promise to free him as part of a 
hostage deal. Anis Naccache, serving a life sentence for trying to 
kill Shapour Bakhtiar, said in an appeal to the French and Iranian 
governments that President Francois Mitterrand had publicly 
promised he would be set free if French nationals held in Beirut 
were released. There are no French nationals still held by 
pro-Iranian groups in Lebanon. A copy of Naccacbe's appeal, 
sent to Mitterrand Jan. 8, was given to the Paris dally Liberation 
by his lawyer a few days before French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas is due to visit Tehran to sea] a diplomatic rapprochement. 

Iranians kill 70 drug smugglers 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian narcotic agents backed by army 
helicopters wiped out a heavily-armed drugs convoy, killing all 70 
traffickers, in a three-day desert battle, Tehran Radio said 
Thursday. It said the convoy, defended by light and medium 
calibre weapons, anti-aircraft guns and mortars, was tracked 
down and destroyed in the southeastern Lut desert. An officer 
quoted by the radio said array helicopters set fire to five vehicles 
in the convoy, one of which contained three tonnes of drugs. 

Bahrain endorses Islamic court plan 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain Thursday endorsed a plan to Set up 
an international Islamic court of justice patterned on the World 
Court at the Hague, the Gulf News Agency reported. A decree 
issued by the emir. Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman A1 Khalifa, approved a 
decision taken at the last pan-Islamic summit-to found the court ■ 
“out of desire to have a juridical body that settles disputes in line 
with Islamic Shari’a,” the agency said. Shari’a (legislation) forms 
the basis for court systems in most of the Islamic countries 
grouped in the 46-state Organisation of Islamic Conference. 


Court 
rejects 
RJ hijack 
suspect’s 
quest 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
federal appeals court has ruled 
that a "lam charged in the 1985 
hijadang of a Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) airliner is not entitled to 
inspect classified transcripts of 
his conversations with an infor¬ 
mant that were covertly re¬ 
corded by the Federal Bnrean 
of Investigation (FBI). 

A three-judge panel of the 
U.S. circuit court of appeals, 
here ruled that the trial judge 
in the case of Fawaz Younis 
was wrong in ordering the Jus¬ 
tice Department to turn over 
the classified documents. 

U.S. District Judge Barring¬ 
ton D. Parker had ruled that 
Younis, charged with leading 
the RJ hijacking in Beirut, was 
entitled to see the transcripts of 
his conversations with Jamal 
Hamdan to prepare his de¬ 
fence. 

The Justice Department had 
appealed Parker’s ruling, 
saying that disclosure of the 
transcripts would jeopardise 
the intelligence methods used 
to intercept the conversations. 

The appellate panel agreed, 
saying, “the contents of the 
transcripts were on the whole' 
not relevant to the defendant’s 
guilt or innocence and the Tew 
statements that were even mar¬ 
ginally relevant were not suffi¬ 
ciently helpful or beneficial to 
the defence to overcome the 
classified information pri¬ 
vilege.” 

The court, in an opinion 
dated Monday by Judge David 
Sen telle, said the government 
had a legitimate national- 
security concern about releas¬ 
ing the transcripts. 

Younis was arrested in 
September 1987. 


Maghreb set for union 


By Jonathan Clayton 
Reuter 

RABAT — Five heads of state 
will meet in Marrakesh this 
month to look at ways of forging 
a North African union bringing 
together some 62 million people 
from Morocco's Atlantic coast to 
Libya's eastern, border. 

The latest of the world's trade 
blocs — to be known as the Arab 
Maghreb Union — would link 
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya 
and Mauritania in a form of 
common market. 

It aims to strengthen the re¬ 
gion's hand in international trade 
talks by welding very different 
economies into an entity equip¬ 
ped to meet the challenges of the 
1990s. 

Supporters say the countries' 
economies complement each 
other and the alliance will enable 
them to capitalise on extensive 
natural resources. 

Libya and Algeria axe over¬ 
flowing with oil and natural gas, 
but are short of consumer goods 
and have neglected agriculture. 
Morocco has a virtual monopoly 
in phosphates and produces ton¬ 
nes of fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Mauritania has iron ore and 
other minerals and rich fishing 
grounds. Tunisia.has a well-de¬ 


veloped manufacturing industry 
and an efficient banking sector. 

The way to unity was opened 
when the five countries- held a 
landmark first summit just out¬ 
ride Algiers last June, after a 
decade of rivalry between Algeria 
and Morocco and between Libya 
and Tunisia. 

They agreed to work for grea¬ 
ter economic and political coop* 
eration and set up committees to 
draw tip firm proposals covering 
education, customs, security and 
other matters. 

Announcing the second sum¬ 
mit from Feb. 15-17, the Moroc¬ 
can Foreign Ministry said it arose 
from the determination of all 
countries to work for greater uni¬ 
ty and followed the positive re¬ 
sults of the lower-level commit¬ 
tees. 

Ministers from all five coun¬ 
tries met in Tunis in January and 
agreed in principle to set up the 
union. But diplomats said they 
remained far apart on what form 
it should take. 

Algeria and Morocco were re¬ 
portedly lukewarm over a Tuni¬ 
sian proposal for a perm ament 
secretariat on the lines of the 
European Commission in Brus¬ 
sels. 

The two most populous states 


argue that after years of building 
trade links across the Mediterra-. 
nean, it is necessary first to create 
the basics for more ambitious 
unity schemes with trans-con¬ 
tinental economic projects. 

Analysts Stress the difficulties 
attached to bringing inefficient 
state-run socialist economies, 
such as those in Libya and Alger¬ 
ia. into closer harmony with their 
capitalist neighbours Morocco 
and Tunisia. 

The countries currently trade 
little with each other but all have 
close commercial links with West¬ 
ern Europe. 

The summit will take place. 
only a week after Algerian Presi¬ 
dent Cbadli Benjedid ends a state 
visit to Morocco, the first Alge¬ 
rian leader to cross the border for 
over 20 years. 

The two countries brought the 
age-old ideal of Maghreb unity 
back to life when they restored 
diplomatic ties last May. Rela¬ 
tions were broken for 13 yeans 
over Algeria's support for Poli- 
sario guerrillas fighting Morocco 
in the Western Sahara. 

Political analysts and diplomats 
say the desert wax is now as good 
as over. They expect Benjedid’s 
visit and the summit to set the 
seal on a regional accord. 


Soviet-Israeli faces spying charges 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A magis¬ 
trate's court Thursday extended 
detention of a Soviet-bom Israeli* 
suspected of spying for the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), apparently because of 
disenchantment with the Zionist - 
state. 

Radio reports said the man was 
arrested after he turned himself 
in at the Israeli embassy in 
Athens when the PLO refused to 
give him a promised SI.5 million 
for allegedly supplying informa¬ 
tion. 

A court spokesman reported 
the decision to extend the sus¬ 
pect's detention by 10 days, but 
the court banned publication of 
the suspect's name. 

Israeli radio stations, however, 
gave detailed coverage of the 


case, including the man's disillu¬ 
sionment with Israeli society. 

“I ask that you take in consid¬ 
eration that all my life I only 
wanted to come to Israel, and 
here I suffered. There were peo¬ 
ple who embittered my life every 
day and each hour,” radio reports 
quoted the 35-year-old Jewish im- ’ 
migrant as telling the court. 

“I was a better citizen than 
those who embittered by life, and * 
I did not understand the severity 
of what I did,” the bespectacled 
suspect was quoted as saying. “I 
ask to be released to go home.” 

The case is the second case of 
alleged spying involving a Soviet 
emigre in the last two months. 
Last Dec. 15, Shabtai Kalmanovi- 
tdi, 45, was sentenced to nine 
years in prison on charges of- 


spying for the Soviet Union and 
of having contacts with a foreign 
agent. 

The court also banned publica¬ 
tion of identifying details on the 
man, but media reports said he 
immigrated to Israel in the 1970s 
and worked at a government in¬ 
stitution in northern Israel. 

Israel radio said the man was 
married and had two children,- 
aged five and 10, and quoted 
police as telling the court that the 
suspect had financial problems 
and was disappointed at his treat¬ 
ment in Israel. 

Police spokesman Ronnie 
Yishayahu said the suspect left 
last month for Greece where he 
planned to sell information to the 
PLO for $1.5 million. 


Iran’s future as cloudy as its past 


By Eric Hall 

Reuter 

DUBAI — “I come from Iran, 
the birthplace of the most- 
acclaimed and...least known 
revolution of the contempor¬ 
ary period.” 

So said Iranian President Ali 
Khamenei to the United Na¬ 
tions General Assembly in 
New York, in 1987. 

Now. 10 years after exiled 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini returned in triumph 
to Tehran Feb. X, 1979, the 
future of the revolution is as 
cloudy as its past. 

Analysts of the revolution 
from around the world agree 
that the ceasefire last Aug. 20 
in the war with Iraq mil force 
Iran's leaders to decide on their 
future, a decision held in. 
abeyance during the eight years 
of hostilities. 

Most are convinced this will 
be difficult. Iran’s leaders are 
divided amongst themselves over 
their revolution’s future and 
Khomeini as supreme leader 
has so far declined to favour 
any .group with his obvious 
approval. 

Impassioned government 
calls to defend the revolution 
and the fatheriand which con¬ 
centrated the minds of the mass 
of the Iranian people on win¬ 
ning the war. have eased. 

“The knife of political ex¬ 
tremism was kept sharp by the 
war and the boning blade was 
the blood of the Iranian peo¬ 
ple,” said U.S. professor James 
Bill from William and Mary 
College at a conference in Lon¬ 
don to mark the revolution’s 
anniversary. 


No one is sure how the Ira¬ 
nians will react now that con¬ 
cerns about food, dotbes and 
housing are uppermost in their 

minds . 

“Now (the leaders) have to 
be active not reactive to affairs 
in order to tackle reconstruc¬ 
tion, but they cannot because 
they are divided,” said Baqer 
Mo’in, a biographer of 
Khomeini. 

“The challenges debated to¬ 
day have been there all along 
but because of the war have 
been delayed," Mahmoud 
Sariolghalam, a professor at 
Tehran's Shahid Beheshti Uni¬ 
versity, said. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Dariusb Homayun. a cabinet 
minister under the late Shah of 
Iran, wrote in a recent article: 
“Although opposed to the reg¬ 
ime, many Iranians stood by it 
because of the war." 

Khomeini rode a wave of 
popular opposition to the Shah 
and channelled it toward his 
vision of a blueprint for the 
whole Islamic World. 

As supreme leader his word 
has been law. But in peace he 
has softened his position and 
allowed a political debate, the 
end of which is not yet in sight, 
the analysts said. 

Areas of debate 

Professor of history Shaul 
Bakhash, a leading author ab¬ 
out the revolution, defines two 
main areas of debate — how to 
reconstruct the economy and 
how much should the govern¬ 
ment try to impose Islamic 


ideals on society. 

Analysts recognise two ma¬ 
jor political groups which are 
struggling for position on these 
issues. 

First is Prime Minister Mir- 
Hossein Mousavi and parts of 
his cabinet who favour more 
state control in all sectors. 

Second is Speaker of the 
Majlis (parliament) Ho- 
jatoleslam Ali Akbar Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani. a pragmatist who 
would use private and foreign 
capital and expertise when 
necessary. 

To their political left and 
right are a host of other groups 
all trying to have Khomeini 
pronounce their doctrine cor¬ 
rect. 

There are no less than four 
powerful special councils which 
can hold up Majlis legislation. 
Add to these Khomeini's desig¬ 
nated spiritual successor 
Ayatollah Hossein Ah’ Mon- 
tazeri. 

The number of separate lob¬ 
bies has prompted some Ira¬ 
nian critics to call for a return 
to the constitution. 

Khomeini — the irreplaceable. 

Western diplomats in the 
Gulf are agreed that no durable 
decision can be made without 
Khomeini's authorisation. 

And when the 86-year-old 
Khomeini disappears from the 
scene, “the idea that the sup¬ 
reme leader is the final resort' 
will be un untenable claim. No 
one can exercise his immense 
authority,” said Bakbash. 

Early last year Khomeini 
said the true Islamic govern¬ 
ment can do anything if it 
justifies the greater good of 


Islam. But asked after the war 
how a good I ranian should act 
in the current factional debate, 
Khomeini replied only that the 
debate could continue because 
it was between those whose 
loyalty to the state was beyond 
doubt. 

This has helped strengthen 
pragmatist Rafsanjani's hand 
by undermining the view that 
traditional Islam holds all the 
answers for the modern world, 
said Khalid Ibn Sayeed, a pro¬ 
fessor at Queen's College, 
Canada. 

Last October Rafsanjani said 
the ideal of a united Islam was 
far distant. ‘The Muslims need 
high-mindedness, and this 
high-mindedness does not* ex¬ 
ist," he said. 

However, no analyst quoted, 
seriously believes that the im¬ 
mediate future of Iran would 
be other than an Islamic one. 

One Iranian military expert 
speculated that the army or the 
large, well-armed Revolution¬ 
ary guards could intervene in 
the event of serious divisions 
between the clerics wben 
Khomeini died, but only in 
support of one Islamic group or 
another. 

Some analysts believe the 
□ext act of the revolution may 
be to redefine the role of the 
clergy, % allowing them more 
room to fit Islam to practical 
matters and guide Iran through 
present difficulties. 

But if internal division con¬ 
tinues too long, from oat of the 
ensuing chaos could emerge 
“an assertion of naked state 
power, albeit in religious dress, 
and in the name of the peo¬ 
ple,” added B akhash . 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 ... Koran 

15:40 .Programme review 

15:45 .Children programme 

t?:10 .Educational programme 

17:30 .The Friends 

I8KJ0 ...News summary 

18:05 . Message from Iraq 

18:15 .A play by Shakespeare 

19:10 .Loral programme 

20:06 .News in Arabic 

20d0 .Arabic series 

21:30 .Programme review 

21:45 . Local programme 

22J0 . Arabic play 

23:00 .News in Arabic 

23:10.Play continued 

PROGRAMME TWO 
18:60 Cousicqu: A la Rcdccouvenc du 
Monde 

19:00 . News in French 

19:15 . La Vie Ea Panne 

tiWO .News in Hebrew 

26:06 .News in Arabic 

20£0 .Growing Pains 

21:00.Alfred Hitchcock 

■21:30.Saturday Variety Show 

2100 .. News in English 

22 : 26 .... Feature Ohn: "Suicide Club" 

PRAYER TOMES 

0*85- Fa;r 

06£4 . (Sunrise) Duha 

11.49. Dhuhr 


M:49 . ‘Asr 

17:15 .Maghreb 

1&34 .Trisha 

CHURCHES 

Assemblies or God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440 

De la SaDe Church .Tel. 661757 
Temsuta Church Tel: 622366 
Church or the Ann tmclOrion Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chureh TeK 
771331. R 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

ErangeUca] Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congreg at ion Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by ihcDepartment of 
Meteorology. 

A slight rise in temperature is ex¬ 
pected and it will be sunny and dry. 
Winds will be southeasterly moderate. 
Iir Aqaba, winds win be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Mid ./max. temp. 

Amman. J / 9 

Aqaba. 7/17 

Deserts. -5/ S 

Jordan Valley .. 3/17 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 7.5. Aqaba 16. Humidity read¬ 
ings: Amman 18 per cent, Aqaba 24 
per cent. 


16. Humidity read- 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Sammour. 6156 48 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahfouz 793344 

Dr. Yousef Smeirai.82D11 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Abu Khalaf.... 663522 

Fins pharmacy.661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ..778336 

AlAsema pharmacy ..637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 

A1 Sal am pharmacy.636730 

Yocoub pharmacy.644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy.637660 


Dr. Abdul Karim ATAbwa.(—) 

A1 Sharaa’ pharmacy. (985238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Jihad Muslch .H 

Khalifch pharmacy . 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department.661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue.63034] 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Police.192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade.62209093 

Blood Bank.775121 

Highway Police.843402 

Traffic Police.65639091 

Public Security Department 

.656000 / 685111 

Hotel Cdmplainu „.....605800 

Price Complaints. 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints..... 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directoryassistance) ..12 

Overseas Calls .. 17 

Central Amman Telephone * 


Repairs.623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs .661101 

Jordan Television.773111 

Radio Jordan.774111 

Water Authority.680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company.636381' 

RJ Flight Information.......... 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport.'..... 08-52000 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital.(09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital .. (091991071 
Ibn Sina Hospital .(09)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (021275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AINafees Hospital.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 


ZARQA: 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 

Uppciflower prhx in'Ski per kg. 

Apple. 500 / 450 

Banana . 350/300 

Banana (Mukammar). 300 / 250 

Beans .. . ASH / Am 

636140 


. 760 / 700 



.... . 160/100 

!... 66913] 

Carrots.... 


....845845 


. 220/160 

. 667227/9. 

Cucumbers. 


666127/37 

Dates. 

. 600 / 500 

. 664164/6 

Eggplant... 

. 200/150 

. 777101/3 

Garlic ... 


775111/26 

Grapefruit. 

. 200/160 

891611/15 

Lemon ................... 


602240/50 

Lettuce (per one).. 

.120/100 

.... 674155 

Marrow (large).. 

. 350 / 300 


Marrow (small).. 

. 500 / 450 


Orange (ShammouU) . 360 / 300 

Orange (local). 250/200 

Onion (dry I. 230/180 

Onion (green]. 240 / 200 

Pepperfhot). 600 / 500 

Pej^er (sweet). 450 / 400 

Potato. 250 / 200 

Spinach. 200/160 

Mandarin . 340 / 280 

Tomatoes. 220 /160 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEALIA 

INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 

This information is supptied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08)532 00-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal .1) 

0438 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

0fc55 .Baghdad (RJ) 

0*00 .New Delhi (RJ) 

OfcW.Aqaba (RJ) 

.. Damascus fan 

0*30.Cairo (RJ> 

09.50 .Karachi, Dubai (RJ). 

0**5 ..Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

1*00.Dbahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

1*30 .New York, Montreal (RJ) 


16:20 .Miami, Vienna (RJ) 

17:20 . AtthenspU) 

17:55 .... Copenhagen Fr anfrfinr t rttn 
10=60 .Tripoli (RJ) 

Other Hlghts (Terminal 2 ) 

0**5.Belgrade, Istanbul (JU) 

0WS .Cairo (MS) 

1*45. R^M 

2W5 .Frankfurt, Damascus (LHj 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal ( 1 ) 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

HrtJO .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11:18. Athens (RJ) 

11=40 .Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

*1=45.Frankfurt Brussels (RJ) 

12=00 .London fRjj 

12:15 . Paris (RJ) 

10^8.. Kuwait,Dhahran(Rjj 

*0=45.Bahrain, Doha iRJ) 

2®=*0.Lamaca (RJ) 

28:15.Jeddah (RJ) 

20= 15 .. Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

*=H.Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Hlghts (Terminal (2) 

®4:05.Istanbul, Belgrade {JLQ 

Ifc2t.Cairo (MS) 

Lfc30. Baghdad (LA) 

1*55. Benghazi (LN) 

1&35...DamawBHAZ) 











































































































































JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 4,1989 


National News 



,n y *ith 


‘r r bu", U i| , £t ' 

<« uS 

’ P " n for P(A 

Zl< 

and dipbrte. 

* 

Bc njedtf, 

™ 11 10 w A 

1 accord 


lcl l-niony- 
• w «haf Wil? 

J ^ncd 
tieiail* fjJi J. 
-Tons said L 
c > *n th< !ir. 
I’-'Vcrnnknic. 
■*ra ImjcI 

- !hc man,. 
: ’ A " <:hildi c 
1 -nd qujj. . 
c «.oan :h„: £ t 
V'J priihg; 
•-■J Jthbftc 

•^-n Hus-, 
u ~' \u*pcr ’■; 

■rsT-rti-a:..: 


>asf 

i .iHcr dim 
i^n 

i ltj> rhr; 
■.v.r.us bcw 
!h*»« 

‘xjx 

v.-j 

..in: .ini? ~ 
:h.- r,:v: 
: hoid-* iS- 
-mJer: *r. 
Savscd i- 
_.p'» CiW 

:»U-J 

•->. jfd ■' 
. J,»:> -V- ? 


.. -eli^ • 
;,-,oluu^ r ; 

tiic f° lr 'V- 

:h=» * 

Tr.j to r rJ “ 
7. ir..n 
;:V' 

;.,uw f: 

^ -r 

i; ;.t 


(Tern’i^* 


*4'' 

a- 5^ r^ 5- 

S. 


UNRWA chief expresses concern 
over Israeli disruption of services 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Thursday receives Chief of Staff Fathi Abu Taleb also redeves the Sudanese guests at the 
Sudanese Defence Minister Abdul Majed Khalil and Sudanese Army Armed Forces headquarters in A mman Thursday (Petra photos) 
Chief of Staff Mahdi Nimer at the RoyaJ Court, (left) Armed Forces 

Crown Prince voices support for peace in Sudan 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has voiced Jordan's support for 
Sudan's efforts to re-establish 
peace and security in the country, 
and underlined the importance 
for the Arab African nation to 
safeguard its sovereignty and 
bolster national unity. 

The Crown Prince was speak¬ 
ing at a meeting held ar the Royal 
Court Thursday with visiting 
Sudanese Defence Minister 


Abdul Majed Khalil who was 
accompanied by his army Chief of 
Staff Mahdi Nimer. 

Prince Hassan said it is impor¬ 
tant for all panics in Sudan to 
overcome the present difficult cir¬ 
cumstances and maintain the na¬ 
tion’s internal unity and preserve 
the country's sovereignty and 
Arab identity. 

The Sudanese minister con- 
veved to Prince Hassan his coun- 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


KING CONGRATULATES SRI LANKA: His Majesty King 
Hussein Thursday sent a congratulatory cable to President Ranasing- 
he Premadasa on Sri Lanka's independence Day anniversary. In his 
cable, the King wished the president good health and happiness, and 
the Sri Lankan people further progress and prosperity. (Petra) 

AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE: His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan will open the first agricultural conference at the 
Professional Association Complex in Amman Sunday. Forty Jorda¬ 
nian agricultural companies, the Ministry of Agriculture, and the 
University of Jordan will participate in this three-day exhibition 
which will display local agricultural products and equipment used in 
agriculture. (Petra) 

CLEANING CAMPAIGN: Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ibn 
Zaid Friday led a voluntary campaign to clean the 100-km desert 
highway road which extends from AI Muwaqqar to AI Azraq. The 
campaign was designed to remove garbage and tyres from the two 
sides of the road. (Petra) 

ISLAMIC CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY MEETING: Jordan will 
take part in the four-day meetings of the Islamic Chamber of Industry 
and Trade's executive board and general assembly meetings, due to 
convene in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates Monday. (Petra) 

INCOME TAX REFUNDS: The Income Tax Department is 
currently preparing lists of the second batch of income tax payers, 
who are eligible to be refunded parts of the amounts they paid to the 
department during last year and the years before. (Petra) 

ARBOR DAY IN MAFRAQ: In observance of Arbor Day, 4,000 
. treesjvere planted Thursday in Mafraq. Trees were also planted in a 
60-dunum area in AI Aridah. (Petra) 

PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE VISIT IRAQ: Iraqi Revolutionary 
Command Council and First Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan met with the delegation of the Jordanian People’s 
Committee in support of the Iraqi People's Struggle which was lead 
by Amin Shuqair. During the meeting. Ramadan expressed admira¬ 
tion in the committee's positions while Shuqair noted that the visit 
was an expression of the Jordanian people's pride in the Iraqi victory. 
(Petra) 

DRUG PEDDLER JAILED: The military court has sentenced 
Khaled Mahmoud Ali Yousef to three years imprisonment and 
payment of JD 600 fine for the possession of heroin. The military 
governor endorsed the sentence. (Petra) 

Contracts signed for building 
agricultural research centre 


AMMAN (USIA) Acting Minis¬ 
ter of Agriculture Marwan 
Hmoud and representatives of 
four local construction firms 
signed agreements for the con¬ 
struction of the National Centre 
for Agricultural Research and 
Technology Transfer (NCARTT) 
and satellite facilities. 

Lewis P. Reade, director of rhe 
United States Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development (USAID) 
in Jordan, Dr. Randall Cum¬ 
mings and Fuad Qushair of 
USAID’s agriculture office, and 
Abdullah Ahmad, LISAID en¬ 
gineer. attended the signing. 

The cost of the NCARTT faci¬ 
lities is $9 million, of which 
USAID is contributing S7 million 
and the government of Jordan is 
contributing $2 million. 

Four local Jordanian firms 
were awarded the contracts for 
the national centie at Baq'a, and 
three regional centres at Musha- 
gar, Rabba, and Shobak. A 
fourth regional centre at Ramtha 


will be contracted in the near 
future. 

The national centre and its 
regional service centres will play 
key roles in the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture's plans to assist farmers. 

The research and extension 
activities these centres cany out 
will help to increase agricultural 
production and farmers’ income. 
The centres will promote crop 
diversification, range improve¬ 
ment, better marketing, and the 
development of private sector 
agribusiness to manufacture 
equipment specifically designed 
for highland farming. 

The multi-storied NCARTT at 
Baq'a will house administrative 
and planning staff and central 
research laboratories. The re¬ 
gional centres have been located 
and designed to assist productive 
interaction between fanners, re¬ 
searchers, and extension work¬ 
ers. The facilities will include 
offices, libraries, and research 
laboratories. 



Safeway grocery contest ends 


AMMAN — The Safeway International's free gr ocery contest has 
ended, and the winner was ticket number 67777, according to an 
announcement Thursday. The winner will be allowed to purchase 
JD 100 worth of commodities every month for a whole year free of 
charge at Safeway International. There were other prizes of JD 5, 
JD 10 and JD 25 for those tickets which came second, third and 
fourth. Children from the “SOS Children’s Village” picked up the 
tickets to deckle the winners.(j.T.) 


try' deep gratitude for Jordan's 
relief assistance to Sudan and 
paid tribute to the Jordanian mis¬ 
sions who are helping the 
Sudanese people in the fields of 
agriculture and health. 

Khalil spoke about his govern¬ 
ment's determination to promote 
national unity and raise the capa¬ 
bilities of the Sudanese Armed 
Forces to preserve security and 
stability. 


The meeting was attended by 
Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant 
General Fathi Abu Taleb. 

The Sudanese visitors were la¬ 
ter met separately with Abu 
Taleb and reviewed Jordan ian- 
Sudanese cooperation, the gener¬ 
al situation in Sudan and matters 
of common interest. 

The meeting, at the army head¬ 
quarters in Amman was attended 
by a number of Abu Taleb’s 
assistants. 


Minister of Planning Taher Kanaan Thursday receives a cheque from 
the Canadian Ambassador to Jordan Michael Bell (Petra photo) 

Canada gives JD 19,800 
to combat desert locusts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Canadian 
Ambassador to Jordan Michael 
Bell Thursday presented Minister 
of Planning Taher Kanaan a che¬ 
que for JD 19.800 as a contribu¬ 
tion from the Canadian govern¬ 
ment to Jordan's efforts to com¬ 
bat the danger of desert locusts. 

Kanaan thanked, the ambassa¬ 
dor for the contribution and dis-i 
cusses Canadian-J ordanian coop¬ 
eration in a number of fields. 

The Jordanian government 
earlier issued an appeal to friend¬ 
ly nations and world organisa¬ 
tions to provide assistance and 


extend help to Jordan in its drive 
to eliminate pests that entered 
Jordanian territory in the past 
two months from Saudi Arabia. 

Waves of desert locusts were 
successfully fought off by Minis¬ 
try of Agriculture teams, assisted 
by the armed forces and the 
; Royal Jordanian Air Force using 
..pesticides, but the ministry has 
warned that more waves of lo¬ 
custs were expected in the early 
spring, and that the country 
would need more equipment and 
pesticides to cany out the anti- 
locust campaign. 


King Abdullah Mosque to be 
formally inaugurated in April 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs announced Friday that 
the King Abdullah Ibn AI Hus¬ 
sein Mosque situated in Abdali 
will be formally inaugurated early 
in April. 

The announcement was made, 
during a visit to the shrine by the 
Awqaf council members led by 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Sheikh Abdul Aziz AI 
Khayyat. 


Work on the project began in 
1982 and the first stage of the 
project was completed early in 
1986 at the total cost of JD 3 
million, according to the state¬ 
ment. 

The Mosque complex has a 
minaret which rises 60 metres, 
facilities for teaching the Koran, 
a conference hall, a library, and 
other facilities. The complex is 
adjoined by a car park. 


JD 24m. contracts signed 
for two road projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis¬ 
try of Public Works and Housing 
has awarded contracts worth 
more than JD 24 million to a 
group of local contracting com¬ 
panies to build roads north of 
Jerash and those linking Azraq 
with the Iraqi border. 

Minister or Public Works and 
Housing Shafiq Zawaideh, who 
signed the contracts, said that the 
Thagrat Asfour-Jerash project, 
a stretch of four-lane 18- 
kilometre-long road, will cost JD 
12.125 million and will be im¬ 
plemented in 1,000 days. 

The road links Thagrat Asfour 
with the Jerash Bridge; and the 
project entails digging tunnels 
and crossroads, according to the 
minister. 

He said that the Azraq-Iraqi 


border project entails building a 
240-kilometre two-lane road and 
is to be carried out in stages 
worked out through four separate 
tenders. 

The minister said the first part 
of the project entails building 110 
kilometres of the road at the cost 
of JD 12.051 million and will take 
two years to complete. 

In the coming month, the 
minis ter noted, another agree¬ 
ment will be signed for im¬ 
plementing the remaining section 
of the road. 

These projects had been fi¬ 
nanced by a loan from Japan, the 
minister noted. 

The contracts were signed by 
Zawaideh and the general mana¬ 
gers of the local contracting com¬ 
panies. 



REMOTE SENSING: The Royal Geographic Centre Director 
Uqlah Duehimat Thursday discussed with Canadian Ambassador to 
Jordan Michael Bell cooperation in the field of remote sensing. The 
centre is currently holding talks with the Canadian International 
Development Agency for supplying the centre with remote sensing 
equipment to be used for the analysis of aerial pictures. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

CONCERT 

■A- A festival of rock music by the Sun Rhythme Section at the 
Yarmouk University. 

LECTURE 

* A lecture on the crisis of modern Arabic poetry by Dr. Walid 
Seif at Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation. 


By Rania Atalla 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) chief 
Thursday expressed grave concern over the Israeli 
occupation authorities’ interference with and “dis¬ 
ruption” of the agency’s activities in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, most notably the agency’s health 
assistance programmes. 



“Our clinics are interfered 
with, our ambulances are stop¬ 
ped, our freedom of circulation is 
not assured... some of our staff 
are arrested or beaten up and 
some of the wounded have been 
taken away from our ambu¬ 
lances... We are very worried 
about that," UNRWA’s Commis- 
si oner-General Giorgio 
Giacomelli told a press confer¬ 
ence marking the end of a five 
day visit to Jordan. 

Giacomelli said the stepped up 
presence of Israeli occupation au¬ 
thorities and their interference in 
the agency’s activities had re¬ 
sulted in increased "friction” in 
the territories. 

"What concerns us most is the 
(occupation authorities') disrup¬ 
tion of our health assistance to 
Palestinians,” he said adding that 
the agency had formed an 
emergency medical assistance 
programme to deal with the high 
number of casualties in the occu¬ 
pied territories. 


He noted that the agency was 
expected to upgrade its relief and 
general assistance programmes in 
view of the deteriorating econo¬ 
mic situation ever since the 
Palestinian uprising began 14 
months ago. 

The UNRWA commissioner 
said that since the beginning of 
the intifada, the agency had re¬ 
ceived a contribution of S20 mil¬ 
lion from Arab countries (Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Libya, Iraq and Abu Dhabi, with 
Kuwait donating the largest 
share). Italy matched that 
amount, while the European 
community. West Germany, 
Canada and the Scandinavian 
countries contributed $50 million 
($30 million for relief and $20 for 
other projects). Giacomelli said 
he expected Japan and the U.S. 
to make pledges of $7 million and 
$2 million respectively. 

Those contributions, both cash 
and in kind, would be used to 


face what Giacomelli refered to 
as “the challenge of the intifada.” 
He said the money would be used 
partly to upgrade the infrastruc¬ 
ture in the refugee camps and 
partly for the distribution of food 
and medicines. 

“What we keep calling an 
emergency has become a new 
kind of normality... We will have 
to rely on more generous con¬ 
tributions as unusual activities 
become usual,” Giacomelli 
noted. 

He said conditions in the 
camps, particularly in the Gaza 
Strip, were “so apalling” that 
while efforts for a peaceful settle¬ 
ment of the Palestine problem 
continued, the agency had "a 
duty to provide a more bearable 
waiting” for the refugees. 

In Giacomelli's view. Jordan's 
decision to sever legal and admi¬ 
nistrative links with the West 
Bank brought “a measure of clar¬ 
ity” to the relationship between 
Jordan and the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO), remov¬ 
ing all “ambiguities.” 

The commissioner-general said 
his visit to the Kingdom was 
aimed at finding out whether and 
how the agency's activities would 
be affected following the intifada 
and Jordan's decision to sever 
legal and administrative links 
with the West Bank. 


He pointed out ihat he had 
received assurances from Jorda¬ 
nian officials that Jordan's com¬ 
mitment to supporting the 
Palestinian cause had not 
changed. During his stay in Jor¬ 
dan, Giacomelli met with His 
Majesty King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 

Giacomelli foresaw ‘trouble’ re¬ 
garding services in the occupied 
territories. “We will have to see 
what kind of vacuum, besides the 
political 3nd psychological one. 
will emerge... What will happen 
to schools, hospitals and ser¬ 
vices.... There will be increased 
pressure on us,” he said. 

UNRWA is to spend, over the 
three coming years, $65 million 
on its activities in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, its relief work in 
Lebanon, as well as the agency's 
regular activities. “We have not 
yet met our target (of gathering 
565 million).” Giacomelli said, 
but added that the attitude of 
member states and donour coun¬ 
tries has been “generous.” 

In 1987, UNRWA had an esti¬ 
mated budget of S2DG.3 million, 
only four per cent of which came 
from the U.N. The agency, which 
started work in 1950. provides 
education, health and relief ser¬ 
vices to some 2.1 million reg¬ 
istered refugees. 


Teachers to get allowance for 
working away from home town 


NORTH SHUN EH (Petra) — 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
Hindawi announced Thursday 
that the government has decided 
to give a 10 to 20 per cent 
allowance to teachers working in 
districts away from their home 
towns in a bid to raise their 
standards and encourage them to 
carry out their duty. 

The minister who made a tour 
of the northern Jordan Valley 
areas spoke at a meeting here on 
the need for upgrading the qual¬ 
ification of teachers, and said that 
the advanced teachers training 
college in Amman this year 
accepted 300 participants. 

Another teachers training col¬ 
lege in Irbid which opened its 
doors last week, the minister 


said, is now giving training to 340 
teachers while a third college ro 
be opened at Mu'ta in southern 
Jordan will accept additional 
number of teachers. 

The Ministry of Education, 
plans to allow teachers with com¬ 
munity college diplomas to ac¬ 
quire university degrees and to 
open the way for those with a 
university degree to acquire a 
teachers training diploma, in a 
bid to update teaching methods at 
schools and improve the educa¬ 
tional system in implementation 
of resolutions taken by the first 
national education conference 
held in 1987, the minister noted. 

During his tour, the minister 
attended a cross-country race in 
the Jordan Valley. 
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Computer exhibition opens 

AMMAN — Their Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal Ibn AI Hussein 
and Princess Alia AI Faisal opened the Macintosh HX computer 
exhibition at the Marriott Hotel in Amman. The exhibition, which 
will last until Feb. 5, displays a new line of computers with 
greater performance and new power (J.T.) 


I et’s take our 
L j friends out for 
Chinese New Year” 


Spring rolls , crispy beef and 
Schezuan dishes - it’s the kind of thing 
we love to eat and don't offer at home to our guests. 

So when my wife called up 
and reminded me that the Amman Marriott 
was offering their annual Chinese New Year celebration, 
I agreed that it was a great way to 
please the family and friends. 

We always choose Marriott for this kind of 
occasion - even when we celebrate the 
Year of the snake. 



CHINESE NEW YEAR 
ON FEBRUARY 5TH AND 6TH 
AT THE AMMAN MARRIOTT 
for reservations, please 
call:660 100 . 


AMMAN 
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Amman . Amsterdam . Athens . Cairo . Hamburg . Jeddah London Paris Riyadh Vienna 
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Bridgeable 

differences 

WHILE the Arab League ministerial committee charged 
with the mission of reconciling differences in Lebanon has 
ended the first stage of its mandate with no breakthrough, it 
would be incorrect to characterise its work thus far as a total 
failure. It is noteworthy and encouraging to observe that 
after many days and nights of continuous negotiations in 
Tunis last week between the Arab League committee and the 
representatives of two principal parties in the Lebanese 
conflict, namely. Prime Ministers Salim A1 Hoss and 
General Michael Aonn, considerable movement and agree¬ 
ment were recorded on the issue of the urgent need for a 
“Lebanese perestroika,” as a prelade to an overall 
Lebanese solution. This is by far the most basic dimension in 
the overall Lebanese crisis which has paralysed the country 
for over a decade and a half. It is also encouraging to note 
that the two principal sides in Lebanon concede that internal 
reforms, whether constitutional or otherwise, are the heart 
of the matter and supercede all other issues. This is not to 
belittle the issue of Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon 
on which there is also a firm agreement that it should end 
forthwith. Unfortunately, however, Israeli withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon is not dependent solely on a Lebanese 
agreement because Israeli occupation of the southern region 
of Lebanon is an enforced regime on all the Lebanese by 
Israel’s military might and may not be brought to an end by 
the Lebanese alone. 

The only other point that still separates the two basic 
antagonists in Lebanon is apparently related to the Syrian 
role in that country. If this is the case, then the differences 
are indeed bridgeable. Syria, intervened in Lebanon many 
years ago in the first place, to prevent chaos and civil strife 
on its western flank. Syria has, on more than one occasion, 
expressed the opinion that law and order in that country 
cannot be attained without affecting real and genuine 
reforms within Lebanon. It would only be possible to 
reconcile the artificial differences of the Syrian dimension as 
soon as the much sought reforms in Lebanon are realised. 
After all, Syrian involvement in Lebanon came about as a 
result of an Arab League decision and specifically to carry 
out a certain mandate. As soon as the Lebanese house is put 
in order again and the sought after reforms are affected, 
there will be very little to differ about regarding the Syrian 
mission in Lebanon. With more goodwill on the part of all 
the Lebanese factions it is more than possible to crown the 
Arab League ministerial committee’s mandate with total 
success in the days ahead. In any case this committee must 
never abandon hope for the sake of the Lebanese people. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i daily Friday warns against Israeli threats on Iraq, which if 
carried out would trigger a new Arab-Israeli war. The paper said 
that the Israelis would launch an aggression on Iraq under the 
pretext that this Arab country possesses chemical weapons which 
Israel fears. But the true reason behind any military adventure 
against any Arab state is the deteriorating internal situation in 
Israel itself, it adds. Furthermore, the Israelis are facing con¬ 
tinued isolation from the world community as a result of their 
atrocities against the Palestinians; and their leaders are in dispute 
over the coming international conference on the Middle East, the 
paper noted. But it said that the Arabs should not take the Israeli 
threats against Iraq lightly and must be ready to confront the new 
aggression which Israel hopes would eclipse Iraq’s victories in the 
Gulf war and deal a heavy blow to the Arabs who are now rallying 
their forces and their ranks in a new force to confront external 
challenges. The Arabs, the paper concluded, should not allow 
Israel to escape from its dilemma by launching a new aggression 
on the Arab land. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily comments on Israeli-Egyptian 
disputes over Taba enclave in Sinai which according to an 
international panel of arbitrators should return to Egypt. 
Mahmoud Al Rimawi says that following months of stalling and 
avoiding the implementation of the panel’s resolution, on the part 
of Israel and following unfruitful negotiations between Egyptian 
and Israeli officials over the issue. President Hosni Mubarak 
found it inevitable but to come out strongly against the Israeli 
position and accuse the Jewish state of adopting a repulsive 
attitude and scoffing at international agreements. Mubarak 
warned the Israelis against further procrastination which Israel is 
exercising as a means of blackmail against Cairo which is now 
taking very clear position in alignment with the other Arab states, 
the writer says. Political blackmail is not the only kind of pressure 
Israel is trying to put on Egypt but there is the drug pressure 
represented in attempts to smuggle drugs and the attempt to bring 
into Egypt Zionist elements to stir trouble in Egypt, the writer 
adds. He says trouble and disturbances among Egyptian lawyers 
were instigated by an Israeli agent and that in a number of 
instances Jews were arrested trying to cause security problems in 
Cairo. The writer says that it is clear that Israel is trying by all 
possible means to avoid giving up Taba and causing trouble for 
the Egyptian authorities because they are demanding that Arab 
land be returned according to international law. 

Al Dustour daily also tackles Israel’s threats of launching an 
aggression on Traq as it claims that country possesses chemical and 
biological weapons. Hie paper said that the Israelis realise that 
Iraq today is far stronger than it had been at the time when Israeli 
jets raided the nuclear plant near Baghdad, and the Iraqi military 
power is capable of dealing a heavy blow to the Israelis as it did to 
the Iranians. But we believe that the Israelis are resorting to 
threats against Iraq in a bid to escape the situation on the 
domestic front which is indeed in disarray as a result of Israel’s 
continued atrocities against the Palestinians and its policies 
vis-a-vis the Arab World and the international community at 
large, the paper added. It said that the Israelis want to divert 
world attention from the situation in the occupied territories and 
are finding in the accusation of Iraq possessing chemical means to 


Who wanted to pull the trigger in 1962? 


THE WORLD was even closer to 
the brink of nuclear war during 
the Cuban missile crisis of Octo¬ 
ber 1962 than bas previously been 
thought. According to fresh de¬ 
tails of the crisis that emerged in 
Moscow at an unprecedented 
meeting of some of the partici¬ 
pants, nuclear warheads were 
already on hand in Cuba for the 
Soviet missiles that were targeted, 
on Washington, New York and 
other major American cities. 

While Washington had photo¬ 
graphic proof that there were 
nuclear-capable Soviet missiles in 
Cuba, the Americans were never 
sure whether nuclear warheads to 
arm them were actually on -the 
island. Soviet officials at the 
weekend meeting, who included 
the former foreign minister.' 
Andrei Gromyko, and the former 
ambassador to the United States, 
Anatoly Dobrynin, disclosed that 
warheads bad actually reached 
the island in September 1962 and 
bad already been deployed by the 
time the United States discovered 
the existence of the secret missile 
bases the following mouth. 

Sergei Khrushchev, a sou of 
the former Soviet leader, told 
foreign journalists Saturday that 
the missiles could have been 
operational in less than a few 
hours, if his father had given the 
word. But he also said that 
General Dmitry Volkogonov, the 
head of the Moscow Military His¬ 
tory Archive Institute, had told 
the conference “that even in the, 
tensest moments, there was no' 
command given to put the rockets 
in a state of military readiness, 
and the warheads were never put 
on the rockets.’’ 

Volkogonov himself said that it 
would have taken four to five 
hours to make the missiles ready 
for launching, and an additional 


15 minutes to fire them. He also 
said that, at the time, the Soviet 
Union bad only “about 20” inter- 
jcontinentaJ ballistic missiles cap¬ 
able of reaching the United Stales 
from its own territory. 

That was “a shockingly low 
number", according to one sur¬ 
prised American official, and 
only a fraction of tbe total esti¬ 
mated at the time by the CIA. It 
meant that the 42 intermediate- 
range Soviet missiles either instal¬ 
led or in transit to Cuba in Octo- 
, ber 1962 would have represented 
more than two-thirds of Mos¬ 
cow’s capacity to deliver nuclear 
strike on American territory. 

The younger Khrushchev, an 
engineer in the Soviet missile - 
programme at the time of the 
missile crisis, pointed out that 
“even in tbe event of an Amer¬ 
ican invasion or air strike, Soviet 
officers in Cuba bad no orders to 
use the missiles." The missiles 
were always under foil Soviet 
control, be said, and Cuban offi¬ 
cials said they were not even 
permitted on to tbe bases. 

"This place was 11,000 
kilometres from the USSR, and 
to help in a conventional way was 
impossible,” he said, adding that 
his father thought that “only an 
extraordinary measure, such as 
placing nuclear weapons in Cuba, 
could defend the island.”- He said 
the idea of sending the missiles 
was first broached in May 1962, 
and the decision was made in 
July. 

On October 27, when be 
learned that an American U-2 
reconnaissance plane had been 
shot down over Cuba, Nikita 
Khrushchev “was very upset,” his 
son recalled. “He was certain that 
nuclear war wouldn’t start as long 
as he and the president controlled 


the situation. But this meant they 
might lose control.” 

The Moscow seminar marks 
the first rime that fop American, 
Soviet, and Cuban officials in¬ 
volved in the 1962 crisis have met 
to discuss it. The picture that 
emerges from their discussions is 
one of a vastly more complex 
confrontation titan the version 
previously known, and one in 
which even the U.$- participants 
now say tbe Kennedy administra¬ 
tion played a much more equivoc¬ 
al role than was realised at the 
time. 

On the U.S. side, the partiri- 


the subject, reportedly said that 
two days before the crisis peaked, 
Castro sent a message to Khrush- 
'chev, urging that the missiles be 
fired. According to this account, 
Castro’s cable convinced Khrush¬ 
chev that the confrontation had 
gone too far, and he decided to 
agree to U.S. demands that the 
missiles be withdrawn. 

The existence of such a cabled 
plea from Castro could not be 
corroborated by Soviet and 


In another surprise, the Cuban 
delegates disclosed that Cuba had 
urged tbe Kremlin three tunes to 
make a public announcement of 
its intention to install nuclear 
miss iles in Cuba. President Ken¬ 
nedy, in bis public announce¬ 
ment, stressed that the Soviet 
weapons bad been moved secret¬ 
ly on to the island. Former admi¬ 
nistration officials have said since 
that the United States would have 
been hard-pressed to win world 


Cuban participants attending the - support for blocking deployment 
meeting, but three delegates con- of tbe missiles if it had been 


finned that they had indeed 
heard a knowledgeable Soviet 


pants included tbe former de- .participant give the account dur- 
fence secretary, Robert McNa- mg a session break. They said 


mara, the former national secur- that the report dearly took the 
ity adviser, McGeorge Bundy, a American side by surprise. Lun¬ 
cheon participants said it was 
Kennedy speech-writer, Theo- undear from the account whether 
dore Sorensen, and his press Castro asked that the missiles be 
secretary, Pierre Salinger. Sever- launched pre-emptively or at the 
alU.S. scholars, specialists on the moment of a U.S. invasion, 
missile crisis, organised the meet- Other participants quoted Ale- 
ing. Scott Armstrong, tbe direc- xander Alekseev, the Soviet 
tor of the National Security Arc- ambassador to Cuba at tbe time, 
hives in Washington, brought as saying that Castro, who had 
three trunks of declassified U.S. previously been calm throughout 
documents with him. the crisis, became - particularly 

In addition to Gromyko, Dob- agitated around October 26. 
rynin, and Sergei Khrushchev, Fearing a U.S. airstrike, he re¬ 
tire Soviet side iududed Sergo portedly spent that night in a 
Mikoyan, a Latin America spe- bomb shelter where he and the 
dalist who was in Cuba at the Soviet envoy drafted a cable to 
time of tbe crisis with his father, Khrushchev warning of intelli- 


dalist who was in Cuba at the Soviet envoy drafted a cable to 
time of tbe crisis with his father, Khrushchev warning of intelli- 
Anastas Mikoyan, then the first gence information that a U.S. 


deputy premier. 


attack would come within days or 


Cuba, agreeing for the first possibly hours, 
time to discuss the crisis, dis- A senior Cuban offidai, Jose 
patched a delegation headed by a Arbesu, said in an interview that 
senior member of tbe politburo, he was unaware of any appeal by 
Jorge Risquet Valdez. Castro to Khrushchev to fire the 

One of the most surprising missiles. But he too acknow- 
disclosures emerged during a ledged that tbe Cuban leader had 
lunch break in the formal ses- sent a message on or about Octo- 
sions. During lunch, one Soviet ber 26 warning of a probable U.S. 
participant, a man described hav- air strike or invasion “in the next 
mg “definitive” knowledge on 24 to 72 hours.” 


Palestinians in Honduras: 
success breeds resentment 



By David Adams 

JAMILE, aged 88, rocked back 
and forward in her arm chair 
singing sad verses in Arabic about 
a faraway homeland where she 
hopes to be buried one day. “It 
broke my heart to leave,” she 
said, recalling tbe day 26 years 
ago when she left her home in the 
Palestinian village of Beit Jala, a 
mile from Bethlehem, to start a 
new life in the Americas. Hie 
Palestinian trail from Bethlehem 
and its surrounding villages to 
Central and South America — as 
well as North America—is a well 
trodden path and one on which 10 
of Jamfle’s 11 children preceded 
her. Last month ber sister, 
Rahda, came from Beit Jala, to 
escape the repression that has 
claimed the lives of over 350 
Palestinians — among them a 
number of her relatives — in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
since December 1987. 

The story of Palestinian emigra¬ 
tion to Honduras, why and how 
they came, and the development 
of their new communities, is 
almost totally nnchronided. It is 
also a parable of the challenges 
facing any immigrant community 
seeking assimilation in a foreign 
Land. Following a century of 
hardships, the Palestinians are 
today scattered throughout the 
world. In their own land they are 
refugees and eveu the Arab 
World has failed to truly open its 
doors to them. By comparison, 
from San Francisco to Santiago, 
Palestinian immigration has been 
an astonishing success story, 
thousands settling in new lands 
where they have been integrated 
quickly and prosperously. 

Their story bears the added 
irony of a people who fled the 
political and economic misery of 
the Middle East, and saw in 
Central America a new land of 
opportunity and peaceful sanctu¬ 
ary. But in recent years Central 
America has witnessed its own - 
exodus as thousands have fled 
war and poverty. It is also ironic 
that the Palestinian exodus was 
spurred on by the conviction that 
the Americas offered the oppor¬ 
tunities of a virgin land as yet 
an exploited. It was at this very 
time that the earliest Zionists 
were promoting the idea of Jew¬ 
ish emigration to Palestine, bas¬ 
ing their claim not just on the 
Bible but also on the belief that 
Palestine offered a land for a 
people without a land. 

Estimates vary over the size of 
Honduras’ Arab population from 
25-100,000, out of a total popula¬ 
tion of four million. Of these the 
vast majority came from a hand¬ 
ful of Christian villages near 
Bethlehem. Emigration increased 
during the Great War, when the 
Ottomans pressed young Christ¬ 
ian men into military service and 
threw them into die front lines. 
The young men were smuggled 
out of Palestine in boats bound 
for France. On arrival in Marseil¬ 
les, so the story goes, they 
boarded boats headed for 
“America”, not realising this 
often meant South or Central 
America. 


Reasons for racial tensions 

As new immigrants they 
adapted quickly to the language 
and began to take over the mer¬ 
chant class. ‘Today they have 
enormous wealth and influenced 
by Honduran standards,” said 
one diplomat. Tn pure commer¬ 
cial-industrial terms, they domin¬ 
ate tbe country”. One bas only to 
walk down Third Avenue in San 
Pedro Sula, tbe country’s busiest 
commercial street, to grasp their 
economic influence. Every other 
shop front bears the name of a 
leading Palestinian family such as 
Larach, Sikaffy, Handal, Fanous 
or Kawas. At one end of the 
street is the largest textile factory 
in Honduras, owned by tbe Cana- 
buati family, from Bethlehem. 

But their economic success has 
aroused resentment from the in¬ 
digenous Indian and traditional 
Latin communities. The word 
“turco”, meaning Turk, is often 
used as an insult in Honduras, 
relating to tbe first Palestinian 
immigrants who arrived with Tur¬ 
kish passports from the Ottoman 
empire. As owners of some of the 
largest businesses in the country 
they are regarded as harsh ana 
exploitative employers. “We 
offer employment. They accept it 
but they resent ft,” said one 
Palestinian businesswoman. 

Other reasons for racial ten¬ 
sions include the self-contained 
nature of the Arab community. 
Until recently they tended to 
many only their own kind, many 
of the older generation still speak 
Arabic amongst themselves and 
speak Spanish with strong Arab 
accents and clumsy grammar. At 
home they stQl eat Arabic food 
and drink Arabic coffee and tea. 
“In modern day folklore they are 
the Jews of Honduras. Ask any 
Honduran and they will tell you 
all Arabs have long noses and rip 
you off," said one diplomat. 

The Palestinian community is 
divided about how to handle its 
identity. “It’s time we stood up 
and said proudly what we are 
doing for this country,” said Elias 
Larach, a hardware store owner 
in the northern city of San Pedro 
Sula. 

“We had the confidence in the 
country to build op businesses 
and invest money. We are im¬ 
mensely grateful for that oppor¬ 
tunity. But it’s time our contribu¬ 
tion was recognised,” he added, 
noting that Palestinian business¬ 
men are major contributors to 
social programmes and charities 
in the country. 

“We have worked hard to 
make this a better country. We 
have our traditions and love for 
our motherland. But, we are 
above all Honduran,” said Selim 
Canahuati, who left Bethlehem 
aged two in 1951 and now runs a 
successful marble business and is 
the treasurer of the Honduran 
national football team selection 
committee. 

In the past Palestinians have 
stayed ont of the traditional Hon¬ 
duran power-elites, the armed 
forces, tiie political parties and 
the banks. Today the first signs of 
change are looming with the gov¬ 
erning Liberal party beaded by 


Carlos Fores Facusse, a bright 
young politician with Arab blood. 
Many believe he will be Hon¬ 
duras’ next president following 
elections in 1989. The next Hon¬ 
duran Congress is also likely to 
have a new influx of Arab politi¬ 
cians. His political opponents 
have seized on Flores' Palestinian 
ties in an attempt to discredit his 
campaign. During the last round 
of internal party elections one of 
his leading opponents turned up 
at party headquarters to cast his 
vote dressed in Arab costume. In 
an attempt to limit potential dam¬ 
age to his chances, Flores has 
dropped tire offending Arab half 
of his name — Facusse — now 
calling himself Flores F. . 

But were Flores to win the 
presidency next year some people 
fear an anti-Arab backlash. Said 
one Palestinian businessman, 
“this is not tire time for a politi¬ 
cian who everyone knows has 
Arab origins to become president 
of this country. The whole Arab 
community wQl be blamed for 
any failures in such a govern¬ 
ment.” 

In the military only a small 
number of officers of Palestinian 
origin have emerged. Two Arab 
officers have risen to the rank of 
colonel, and a handful of others 
currently hold lesser ranks. The 
banking community bas long 
been the preserve of a small but 
active Jewish community who 
came to Honduras in the 1920s 
from Russia and Romania. “We 
have traditionally always had 
very good relations with the 
Palestinians,” said one Jewish 
politician. “We tend not to com¬ 
pete as we are bankers and they 
are merchants. In fact their pre¬ 
sence has made it easier for other 
foreign immig rant communities 
such as ours to operate here.” 


WANTED 
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must be able to develop and maintain contacts 
with officials at senior levels in the government 
and financial community. 

Candidate must have undergraduate degree in 
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Jordanian financial/banking system, fluency in 
speaking and writing in both English and Arabic, 
and must be able to draft written reports in 
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Qualified candidates should submit resumes 
and sample of writing skills not later than 
February 16, 1989 to: 

* Personnel Office 
U.S. Agency for International Develop¬ 
ment 

P.O. Box 354, Amman, Jordan 


undertaken openly. 

Delegates here confirm that 
during the formal sessions both 
Cuban and Soviet officials 
emphasised their conviction that, 
by October 1962, a U.S. invasion 
of Cuba was i mmin ent. American 
officials continue to insist that the 
United States bad no such inten¬ 
tion, although Robert McNamara 
conceded that he had told the 
seminar. “I could understand 
why the Cuban and Soviet leaders 
at that time believed the U.S. was 
intending to invade Cuba." 

One of the Cuban participants, 
Comandante Emilio Ar agones, 
said that Cuban authorities esti¬ 
mated that as many as 800.000 
people could have been killed in 
the event of a U.S. invasion. He 
said that tire 20,000 Soviet troops 
stationed in Cuba had also been 
ready to “fight and die” alongside 
their “Cuban brothers." 

The conference appears to. 


missiles there, U.S. officials and, 
academics have tended to empha¬ 
sise other motives. 

Before the Moscow meeting, 
American participants in tbe 1962 
crisis generally considered the 
Cubans to have been almost ex¬ 
traneous to its development. 
They tended to see the crisis 
strictly as a Soviet-American 
showdown over an issue of 
strategic advantage. The Moscow 
conference appears to have signi¬ 
ficantly altered that perception. 
As Scott Armstrong put it during 
the closing session or the confer¬ 
ence; “Cuba has been put back 
into the Cuban missile crisis in a 
very definite way here.” 

Several Americans said that 
they had previously underesti-' 
mated the extent to which tbe 
Cubans and tbe Russians be¬ 
lieved that a U.S. invasion of the 
island was a real possibility. 
“Much of the trouble arose from 
a failure of communication” be¬ 
tween Washington and Moscow, 
said McGeorge Bundy. “You 
failed to understand in the Soviet 
Union that we were not going to 
invade tbe island of Cuba. TTiat 
was partly our mistake, too, since 
we failed to understand your 
fears.” 

“There is plenty of blame to be 
shared by all three countries rep¬ 
resented here today," concurred 
Theodore Sorensen. 

Jorge Risquet Valdes proposed 
that a sequel to this conference be 
beld in Havana. “We feel this 


bave convinced the American would be just, and make a further 
participants that Soviet deter- Contribution to our undei^- 


mina tion to defend Cuba against 
American assault played a much 
larger role in Khrushchev's think¬ 
ing than has been previously ack¬ 
nowledged. Although Khrush¬ 
chev cited the defence of Cuba as 
his primary motive for installing 


standing.” . _ 

• Compiled from reports by Dan 
Fisher of tbe Los Angeles Times, 
Scott Shane of tbe Baltimore 
Sun. and Michael Dobbs of the 
Washington Post and reprinted 
from the Guardian. 


Pinochet privatisation 
drive comes under attack 


The Palestinian identify 

Divisions also exist in the 
Palestinian community over a 
sense of identity with the Palesti¬ 
nian political cause. The year-old 
uprising in the West Bank and 
Gaza has heightened awareness 
among some Hondurans of their 
Palestinian roots. 

The Palestinian influence in 
the Honduran media Is strong 
with a number of the leading 
independent newspapers, radio 
stations and TV channels owned 
by Arab businessmen. Newspap¬ 
ers cover news from the occupied 
territories extensively and some¬ 
times carry advertisements sup¬ 
porting the PLO and the Palesti¬ 
nian uprising. “We are all Hon¬ 
duran first but the Palestinian 
cause is a just cause and some¬ 
thing I can identify with. I don’t 
agree with Arafat but I admire 
what he’s trying to do,” said one 
young Honduran woman whose 
father emigrated from Palestine. 
“Its the cause of my father and 
my grandfather and it's the cause 
of my children and my grandchil¬ 
dren," said Jose, who carries a 
Palestinian flag on bis key-ring as 
a keepsake. Bus brother-in-law is 
a teacher in Dahaisha refugee 
camp, on the outskirts of Beth¬ 
lehem, which bas been the scene 
of many dashes between Palesti¬ 
nians and Israeli soldiers. 

Jamfle's grand-daughter, Mar- 
lyn, was born in Honduras and is 
one of few of the younger genera¬ 
tion who speaks Arabic. “We are 
of Arab origin but feel 100 per 
cent Honduran,” she-said. Before 
she could utter another word; 
Jamfle broke in, “You don't lose 
your blood. We are Arabs for 
always.” — Middle East Interna¬ 
tional, London. 


By Anthony Boadle 

- Reuter 

SANTIAGO — Opposition lead¬ 
ers are fiercely criticising a drive 
by General August© Pinochet to 
sell most of Chile's reqiaining 
state firms to private investors in 
his last year in power. 

They say he aims to tie the 
hands of fotnre civilian govern¬ 
ments. 

Chile has become Latin Amer¬ 
ica's showcase tree-market eco¬ 
nomy since Pinochet overthrew 
file Marxist government of Salva¬ 
dor Allende and seized power in 
a 1973 military coup. 

Officials say the sell-offs will 
consolidate a competitive eco¬ 
nomy free of state intervention 
and, by spreading ownership 
among many shareholders, pre¬ 
vent any future attempt at 
nationalisation by a leftist gov¬ 
ernment. 

But opposition leaders say a. 
retreating Pinochet is applying a 
“scorched-earth” strategy after 
his electoral defeat on October 5 
to undermine the economic pow¬ 
er of a civilian government taking 
office in March 1990. 

“The government is rapidly 
stripping the state of its assets so 
that no important company falls 
into the next government’s 
hands,” said economist Gonzalo 
Manner, who is drafting the 
opposition economic programme 
for the December elections. 

Chile has sold 31 enterprises 
since tbe privatisation plan was 
launched in 1985. The state in¬ 
dustrial development agency Cor- 
fo has auctioned off electric utili¬ 
ties, Chile’s only steel industry 
and 50.2 per cent of the national 
telephone company, winch was 
acquired by Bond Corp of Au¬ 
stralia. 

Corfo now plans to sell 30 more 
firms including the. national air¬ 
line Lan Chile, part of the oil 
industry, Santiago’s subway sys¬ 
tem, the water works, two hyd¬ 


roelectric dams, the railways, 
state shipping line and the ports 
before Pinochet steps down. 

And tiie military junta is also 
studying a law to grant the central 
bank autonomy from the execu¬ 
tive branch, which opposition 
leaders say will make ft difficult 
for the next president to manage 
the economy. 

The coalition of 17 parties that 
defeated his bid for another eight 
years in power says Pinochet no 
longer has a legitimate mandate 
to continue selling state com¬ 
panies. 

British Prime Minister Mar-, 
garet Thatcher “won an election 
and then began privatising. 
Pinochet is selling off state com¬ 
panies left, right and centre after 
losing an election,” said one 
opposition spokesman. 

Opponents allege that 
Pinochet's government, rushing 
to sell companies, auctioned 
shares at less than half their real 
value. 

“It is unacceptable that the 
government should try to com¬ 
plete the privatisations in such 
little time by auctioning off 
national assets at any price after 
its policies have dearly been re¬ 
jected by a majority of Chileans,” 
said Patricio Aytwin of the cen¬ 
trist Christian Democratic Party. 

Opposition leaders want 
Pinodiet to stop the sell-offs until 
the actions can be reviewed by 
congress, which has been dosed 
since the 2973 coup and will 
reopen in March 1990. 

The leaders have pledged to 
respect private property, saying 
they do not oppose privatisations 
in prindple, but have warned 
investors that sales of state com¬ 
panies made after the October 
elections could be annulled. 

Some suspect that Pinodiet 
.may try to privatise state-run 
copper company Codelco, which 
generates almost half the coun¬ 
try's foreign currency. 
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(WP). The organisers and per, permits a critical-ironic inter- 
adjudicators of the “Deutsche . pretation of the way the heritage 
Kunst der spSten 80er Jahre” of the founding fathers of abstract 
exhibition in Dusseldorf veiy art are being treated. Imi 
.wisely did not claim to be offering Knoebel, who makes no bones 
an overview of the entire art about his admiration for Male- 
scene m theFederal Republic of vich, fits nicely into the tradition- 
Lrermany. They took the wind al line of the classical modem of 
°‘. an y criticism by supranational pattern with his 
ngnt from the start sweeping minimalistic three-part 
that their selection was based on work. Harald Klingenhailers se- 
witirely subjective criteria. Ail rial arrangements, in which cubic 
the same, an undertaking with forms of corrugated board consti- 
. a * anae ® ic lit,e tute the focal point, can literally 
ptNahonale — as this double be read as paraphrases of Minim- 
athibmon of works by young al Art. The conceptual art of 
Oennan and young American Georg Herold or Rosemarie 
artists was styled — deserves io Trockel — she is the only woman 
be representative in character. among the 26 artists as Katharina 
This show which took place in- Fritscb had to cry off at the last 
ltialiy in Dusseldorf and is now moment—are in no way tied to a 
starting in Boston — followed by purely national content, 
a number of other American Gerhard Mere and J6rg Im- 
cities will provide persons on mendorf represent the span be- 
the other side of the ocean with a tween two highly different con- 
gKmpse into the artistic situation cepts of form. At the Dusseldorf 
in the land where the works come exhibition, Gerhard showed a 
from as the touring exhibition of gigantic oil painting bearing the 
American works from Boston to title “Ed io anche son 
Dusseldorf did. The result of a architetto." With a T-square 
comparison of the two exhibitions against a red background, the 
was a foregone conclusion right tide of the work on the upper 
from the start: Art in the Western edge of the picture, and year and 
World is developing roughly on artist's name on the lower edge, 
parallel lines. Mere: is declaring his intention to 

The avant-garde, an interna- form, to shape, to establish him- 
tional affair from the outset, has, self as a creator-artist. The pic- 
with increasing age, become a ture has manifesto quality, 
more and more universal pbe- formulates demands which now 
nomenon. The pictures resemble seem highly antiquated. It evokes 
each other. And yet one of the an empty, formal severity, sug- 
most popular cultural-critical par- gestive of classical — and fascist 
lour games at an exhibition along — architecture. Merz's works ex- 
the lines of the German- tol pure form, are intent on 
American “BiNationale” is to ask generating a feeling of elevation, 
about the national characteristics not least through their 
811 • monumental, space-devouring 

dimensions. Immendorf, one of 
Superfluous the “father generation" of the 

neo-Expressionist move towards 
The question is superfluous in new panel painting at the begin- 
the case of works by Imi ning of the 1980s, has largely 
Knoebel, Harald Khngenholler turned his back on political sub- 
and Ludger Gerdes. Malevich's jects which were his disting- 
black square, arranged by Gerdes uishing feature. He now offers a 
symetrically with several other private metaphoric world, 
quadrate elements and a chop- painted with a swift brush on 

Tapping 
Tunisia’s 
geothermal 
waters 


By Mark Newham 

DEEP down beneath Tunisia's 
mostly parched landscape are 
huge pools of geothermal waters, 
enough, theoretically, to make 
the desert bloom. But geothermal 
irrigation poses several problems. 
The water that is pumped from 
underground aquifers is too salty 
and much too hot to be applied 
directly to plants. Moreover, dig¬ 
ging deep wells can be costly, and 
cooling the water once it has 
reached the surface can be expen¬ 
sive. too. 

Now, an unusual experiment in 
Tunisia indicates that there may 
be a new and far more efficient 
use for the nation’s geothermal 
riches. With a $319,000 grant 
from the United Nations De¬ 
velopment Programme (UNDP), 
the North African nation has 
begun producing vegetables for 
export that are grown entirely 
under plastic. Whenever the 
temperature falls, the vegetables 
are warmed in a unique way — by 
geothermal heat brought to the 
surface through wells that have 
already tapped aquifers for irriga¬ 
tion of nearby fields. 

By combining drip irrigation 
with geothermal heating, the pro¬ 
ject saves up to 50 per cent of 
water normally used in flood 
irrigation, and employs an 
otherwise wasted by-product, 
which is the water's heat. Drip 
irrigation brings water to plants in 
pipes or plastic tubing with tiny 
holes in them that permit only the 
water that is needed for plant 
growth to seep through. Flood 
irrigation involves pumping water 
through a grid of open irrigation 
ditches, which is more wasteful. 

In the past, water for drip 
irrigation diawn from deep wells 
had to be passed through a cooler 


before being applied to the soil, 
since it was too hot for immediate 
use. Water above a certain 
temperature harms roots and 
sheds large amounts of salts Into 
the soil. 

Unlike greenhouse schemes 
elsewhere in North Africa, which 
expel excess heat from aquifers 
into the atmosphere in cooling 
tanks prior to applying it for 
irrigation, the hot water in the 
Tunisian experiment is piped 
through plastic tubing around the 
greenhouses under its own press¬ 
ure from the wells, and is used to 
heat the greenhouse at night and 
on chilly winter days. The water, 
once it has cooled during its 
initial circulation around the 
greenhouse, is safe for irrigation. 

Although the experiment is 
only two years old, initial results 
are so encouraging that the pro¬ 
ject’s director. Herman Veriodt, 
believes Tunisia now has a for¬ 
midable weapon for use in the 
battle with its North African 
neighbours trying to corner the 
same markets. 

Mr. Veriodt. a Belgian agri¬ 
cultural advisor attached to Tuni¬ 
sia's Ministry of Agriculture, is 
concentrating on growing toma¬ 
toes, melons, peppers, cucum¬ 
bers and aubergines. He says that 
in all cases the added heating has 
increased productivity substan¬ 
tially. In the case of tomatoes, for 
example, the water-heated green¬ 
houses now produce up to eight 
kilogrammes of fruit per square 
metre in one growing cycle — 
twice the amount from plants in 
non-heated greenhouses. Im¬ 
provements in productivity are 
s imil ar for the other crops. 

While some skeptics predict a 
payback in decades, Mr. Veriodt 
is confident that the 6-8 T unisian 
dinars ($7-9) required for heating 


canvas; by way of an exception, 
the exhibition is displaying pic¬ 
tures which he completed several 
years ago. 

Wild canvas artists 

Since the dawn of the 1980s, 
other countries, particularly 
Great Britain and the United 
States, have tried, time and time 
again, to tie German art down to 
an expressionist style and to 
brooding Teutonic romanticism. 
The success of the “wiki" canvas 
artists, who emerged so vehe¬ 
mently at the beginning of the 
decade, stems to no inconsider- 
able extent from the 
“Wiedererkennungs-Effekt" (rec¬ 
ognition effect); the formal and 
subject concepts of expressionism 
seemed to have been transposed 
to the present. Here, foreign 
critics in particular believed they 
had found the expression of a 
typically German frame of mind, 
gloomy and torn, inclined to sud¬ 
den outbursts. The exhibition in 
Dusseldorf demonstrates even 
more clearly, towards the close of 
the decade, something it was 
even possible to make out during 
the heyday of the “Neue Wilde” 
(new wild ones): the extent to 
which the imitated style of “clas¬ 
sical” expressionism grew from 
what was, in the final analysis, a 
light-hearted, carefree, playful, 
and partially cynical impulse. 

Werner Buttner’s series “Da- 
men aus dem KPX-Bad” (Ladies 
from the KPX Bath), which have 
been roughly but nevertheless 
precisely hewn out of wood, 
stretching their limbs on tiled 
pedestals, have, of course, some¬ 
thing to do with the fascination 
aroused by African sculpture in 
European artists at the beginning 
of this century. But it is also 
natural for Buttner to remain 
ironically aloof from art which 
once struggled with the problems 
of an authentic and unsophisti¬ 
cated form of artistic expression, 
unencumbered by civilisation and 



Belgian agricultural advisor Herman Veriodt inspects nearly 
ripened tomatoes 


one square metre can be re¬ 
couped in one year at best, and 
five years at worst, depending on 
the crop grown and the demand 
for it in the market place. 

This does not include the drill¬ 
ing of a well to tap the hot water, 
since it is assumed that green¬ 
house dusters will only be situ¬ 
ated near existing wells already 
supplying irrigation and drinking 
water. To drill a well specially for 
a greenhouse project would dou¬ 
ble or triple the cost. 

Since the project began two 
years ago, experimental green¬ 


houses have been erected at 11 
sites, mostly in Tunisia's central 
belt dose to the best hot water 
resources contained in the chotts 
— salt seas — of the northern 
Sahara. By 1991, with funds from 
UNDP, Belgium and the Tuni¬ 
sian government, Mr. Veriodt 
aims to have 150 hectares of 
greenhouses, many privately 
managed by small-scale fanners. 

Mark Newham is a London-based 
freelance journalist who writes 
about economic issues and sus¬ 
tainable development. 
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Western tradition. 

Overall — and this was made 
dear by the Dusseldorf exhibition 
the expressive disposition has 
given way to a statuary attitude. 
Evidence of this is offered just as 
much as Stephan Balkenhol's 
wooden figures mounted on 
pedestals, as it is by Thomas 
Ruffs photographic work. In 
fact, photography was conspi¬ 
cuously represented at the Dhs- 
seldorf exhibition; Ruffs over¬ 
size, enlarged passport photos 
with the shadowless faces of 
young persons wear a serious ex¬ 
pression, are. without doubt, 
some of the most expressive pic¬ 
tures in the whole show. Isolation 
and loneliness are just as much 
reflected as the exchangeability 
of the individuals and the techni¬ 
que which makes them all alike. 


The time when the avant- 
garde's aim could be made un¬ 
broken, now seems an irrevoc¬ 
able thing of the past. True, 
no-one wants to break with the 
form-language and behaviourial 
norms of the artistic avant-garde, 
but the specific cognitive manner, 
laid claim to by the avant-garde, 
is no longer linked with it. The 
institutionalised shock is to have 
no extra-artistic effect whatsoev¬ 
er. The reflection screw has been 
given one more turn and now 
seems to have an eternal thread; 
•the avant-garde play material is 
constantly re-assembled in a 
different way by newly-born 
artists. Nothing basically new 
takes place — fingers now ginger¬ 
ly present what was once charged 
with explosive force. We are wit¬ 
nessing once more a sort of self- 
assertion struggle by art for a 
separation of the artistic from the 
everyday, the artistic from the 
social, the artistic from the poli¬ 
tical. Art is presenting itself as a 
system of order with its own 
rules. In addition to the attitude 
of denying all claims once made 
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From Werner Banner's series “Damen aus dem KPX-Bad" (1988), a contribution to the German-American “BiNa¬ 
tionale". (Photo: INP/Walter Klein) 

by art, and those laid at its door, seems to withdraw so often into a place — neighbouring arts, such porary artists are not intent on 
the notion has been prevalent for sulk, or into a studio in an ivory as drama and literature also seek public confrontation and corn- 

some time now, that the artist is tower where — after all the seclusion. The often highly cryp- munication — beyond the limits 

the guardian of humanity's turbulent years when everything tic artists' statements in the cata- of purely cultural activity. — 

greatest secrets. And yet art was romping around the market logue bear this out: most content- Michael rlierholzer. 
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DeskTop Graphics 
'The pcried solution for every type of 
graphic and a rustic work*. 


DeskTop Productivity Tools 
“The perleci solution lot every type ul 
busincvsnun*. 


DeskTop Publishing 
'The pntevt volution foi publishers and 
businesses’. 


DeskTop Engineering 
’The perfect volution for engineers in 
every firld’. 


Apple Computer 

The Perfect Solution 

IDEAL SYSTEMS CO 

Invites you to attend their annual Exhibition 

(/T 4 JajVl lTj-w 


At the Amman Marriott Hotel 
on 3rd, 4th & 5th February, 1989 
from 9 :00 a. m.-1:00 p. m. 

3 :00 p. m.-9:00 p. m. 

Admission Free 

Win an Apple Computer ( Macintosh Plus) 
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U Apple Computer 

V Thepowertobeyourbest 
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Foreign investments boost U.S.* 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Foreign investment in 
the United States helps the economy, creates jobs 
and increases U.S. productive capacity, a majority 
of corporate leaders said in a survey. 


But one in five of those re¬ 
sponding said the current accel¬ 
eration in foreign investment 
threatens U.S. social and cultural 
foundations. 

Despite this risk, a large major¬ 
ity of the executives oppose 
broad protectionist legislation 
and do not think such legislation 
will be enacted. 

The nationwide survey, taken 
last fall and released by the 
accounting and management con¬ 
sulting firm Touche Ross and 
Co., elicited responses from 519 
executives, 30 per cent of whom 
are chief executives. 

Touche Ross cited government 
statistics that said foreign invest¬ 
ment in the United States has 
surpassed SI .5 trillion. 

That figure includes SI.3 tril¬ 
lion in portfolio investments such 
as government securities, bank 
deposits and corporate stock, and 
S262 billion in direct investment 
in manufacturing plants, banks 
and real estate. 

Foreign direct investment 
alone has more than tripled since 
1980, the firm said. 

The executives were asked to 
describe the effect of foreign in¬ 
vestment on the U.S. economy 
and were given three options. 

The survey said 55 per cent said 


it helps the U.S. economy, 31 per 
cent said it creates little cause for 
alarm and 14 per cent said it 
severely threatens the U.S. eco¬ 
nomy. 

Twenty-six per cent of those 
responding from the aerospace- 
defence industry and 21 per cent 
from the retailing business, both 
higher than average levels, de¬ 
scribed foreign investment as a 
severe threat to the economy. 

Touche Ross said that suggests 
those participating in the survey 
from the aerospace-defence in¬ 
dustries are “understandably 
more concerned about the effect 
on national security than is the 
average respondent." 

It said the higher-than-average 
response from retailers indicate 
they may feel .“threatened by the 
recent barrage of direct foreign 
acquisitions of U.S. retail opera¬ 
tions.” 

Last year, the Canadian-based 
Campeau Corp.'s S6.6 billion 
buyout of Federated Department 
Stores Inc. was one of the year’s 
biggest deals. 

But despite the bullish view 
that respondents overall took to¬ 
ward foreign investment's effect 
on the U.S. economy, the survey 
said “a significant number ex¬ 
press concern about the effect it 


was in other areas.” 

It said 21 per cent of those 
responding said they felt the' 
acceleration of foreign invest¬ 
ment threatens U.S. social and 
cultural foundations, or about 
one-third more than the percen¬ 
tage who felt it threatens the 
economy. 

Touche Ross called that a "cu¬ 
rious dichotomy*' but said it was 
consistently reflected in results in 
each region of the country. 

Business leaders tend to sup¬ 
port foreign investment more 
than the general public does, 
according to a recent survey by 
the Japan Society, a U.S.- 
Japanese organisation that sur¬ 
veyed attitudes toward Japanese 
investment of people in the states 
of California, Tennessee and 
Michigan. 

Among some other key find¬ 
ings in the Touche Ross survey of 
corporate leaders’ attitudes are: 

— Eighty-two per cent of the 
respondents do not want broad 
protectionist legislation and 82 
per cent do not think such legisla¬ 
tion will become law. 

— Political stability was cited 
most frequently as the main 
reason for the accelerating rate of 
foreign investment, while favour¬ 
able exchange rates were cited 
second. 

— Eighty-six per cent of those 
responding agree that foreign 
direct investment has created 
jobs for U.S. citizens and one- 
third said it had prevented high 


rates of unemployment during 
the past five years. 

— More than two-thirds said 
foreign direct investment has in¬ 
creased the nation’s productive 
capacity daring the past five 
yeais. More than 80 per cent said 
foreign ownership has either no 
effect on or improves relations 
with the labour force. 

—■ Respondents ranked the 
auto industry as both the industry 
most helped and the industry 
most hurt by foreign investment. 


Greenspan sees no recession 

soon, calls for deep deficit cut 


On the official level. Federal 
Reserve (Fed) Chairman Alan 
Greenspan said his tough stance 
against inflation had improved 
the outlook for the economy but 
warned of problems ahead unless 
the federal budget deficit was cut 
sharply. 

Greenspan, testifying to the 
Joint Economic Committee of 
Congress, ruled out a recession 
because of the rise in short-term 
interest rates over the past 10 
months. 

“There is nothing embodied in 
the current balances within the 
economy, which in any way in my 
judgment, at least, predisposes us 
fo a recession,” he said. 

Indeed, by suppressingsome of 
the forces that could destabilise 
the economy, such as inventory 
accumulation and inflation, the 
Fed had given the expansion, 



Alan Greenspan 


how in its seventh year, a shot in 
the arm. 

The rise in interest rates was 
“probably more likely to extend 
out the recovery than to bring it 
to an early halt/’ 

Greenspan, as he did earlier 
before another congressional 
panel, said he had raised interest 
rates because inflation was 
already too high and could 
accelerate further if the economy 
continued to grow at a rapid rate. 

“The risk of greater inflation 
could be appreciable if real gross 
national product continued to in¬ 
crease at recent rates over the 
next several years," the Fed 
chairman said. 


Every Saturday night 


GNEPTUAIE’ 
G2M1GHT 


FRESH FISH & SHELL. FISH 
FROM SEAS 


UNCOMPARABLE 
MEALS SERVED 
IN A RELAXED 
PIANO 

ATMOSPHERE 


9 JO per person. 


Please 

Reserve In Advance 
Tel: 08/51000 
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SHRIMPS COCKTAIL 
OR 

SMOKED SALMON 




LOBSTER BISQUE (SOUP) 

• • • 

A CHOICE OF 

GRILLED SEA FOOD BROCHETTE 
OR 

OVEN BAKED SEABASS IN -SALSA HARRA- 
OR 

DEEP FRIED -ARABIAN GULF- SHALLOW 
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Dr. Saba Ghawt 


Pediatrician, Italy 
MD. MJPS. JMCCP 


Announces that he is now working in his clinic, located in Jabal 
Hussein, Firas Circle, beside Fawzi Pharmacy. 


Clinic Hours: 9.00 a.m - 1:00 p.m., 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Clinic Tel. 607118, Residence Tel. 611414 


SECRETARY WANTED 


A multinational company is looking for an administrative 
secretary. 

— Fluent in English. French is an asset. Knowledge of 
typing, filing and accountancy is a must. 

— Salary according to qualifications and experience. 


For appointment please call 679431 from 8-1 and 
from 3-6 


CAR FOR SALE 


Duty free Subaru 4WD Sedan, model 1985 is available for 
sale by tender. Offers should be submitted in sealed 
envelopes to the Australian Embassy before 1200 hours 
on 8 February 1989. 


Vehicle 'can be inspected at the embassy be- 


spe 

tween 4th and 5th Circles, Jabal Amman. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPENING 

ZAHRAM MEDICAL LABORATORY 

Director 

Dr. JalalM. Haddadin 

Consultant clinical pathologist - Microbiology. M.B.; Ch.B; 
Dip. Tropical medicine and hygiene; Dip. bacteriology; 
Ph.D. (London & Manchester - U.K.) 

Jabai Amman - Near Khalidi Hospital 
Opposite Rawhi Pharmacy - Tel. 651450 
Office Hours - 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Sat. to Thur. 


EIB reports record 9 88 lending 




BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
The European Investment Bank 
(EIB) the EC’s long-term financ¬ 
ing agency, said Friday it lent a 
record Sli.3 billion in 1988, up 30 
per cent in 1987. 

In its annual report, the bank 
said the rise reflected “the 
buoyant level of investment” in 
the 12 European Community 
(EC) nations in advance of Dec. 
31, 1992 when the EC plans to 
become a single economic unit 
without internal borders hamper¬ 
ing trade. 

The EIB's 1988 lending total¬ 
led 10.2 billion European Curren¬ 
cy Units (ECUs), up from 7.8 
billion ECUs in 1987, the Luxem¬ 
bourg-based bank said. 

EIB President Emst-Guenther 
Broeder said at a press confer¬ 
ence here he expects EIB lending 
this year to rise a further 20 per 
cent. 

The bulk of its 1988 loans — 
9.5 billion ECUs ($777.2 million) 


— were granted to EC nations. 
The rest went to the more than 
five dozen, developing nations 
that have special trade links with 
the EC. 

All 12 EC nations, except Lux¬ 
embourg, received EIB Joans in 
1988 for regional development 
and infrastructure programmes, 
particularly in transport and tele¬ 
communications. and to mod¬ 
ernise industries. 

Italy was the biggest recipient 
of EIB loans in 1988. It received 
3.37 billion ECUs (S3.7 billion), 
or 36 per cent of all lending in the 
EC. 

It was followed, m descending 
order, by: 

France, 1.35 billion ECUs 
($1.5 billion); Britain, 1.18 billion 
ECUs ($1.3 billion): Spain, 1.02 
billion ECUs ($1.1 billion); West 
Germany, 603 million ECUs 
($670 million): Portugal, 560 mil¬ 
lion ECUs ($622 million); De- 


Book cautions 
USSR creditors 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Soviet Union is trying to finance 
its reforms with loans from the 
West while postponing tough de¬ 
cisions needed at borne to curb its 
budget deficit, says the author of 
a new book on the Soviet eco¬ 
nomy. 

Author Judy Shelton has 
joined a chorus of Western skep¬ 
tics, including many in the U.S. 
Congress, who wony that West¬ 
ern banks and governments are 
extending credits to the Kremlin 
without reviewing the strategic 
implications. 

Shelton’s new book. The Com¬ 
ing Soviet Crash: Gorbachev’s 
Desperate Pursuit of Credit in 
Western Financial Markets, in¬ 
cludes a detailed analysis of pub¬ 
lished Soviet budget data. 

She concluded that Kremlin 
accountants have been fudging 
the country's economic figures 
for years, steadily repeating 
budget surpluses when in fact 
there were growing deficits. The 
Soviets finally admitted to a 
budget deficit last October. 

The foremost spokesman in 
Congress on the issue. Senator 
Bill Bradley, has cautioned that 
giving the Kremlin easy credits 
could undercut U.S. interests and 
barm rather than help the re¬ 
forms-of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

Shelton wrote that the Soviets, 
in an effort to attract capital, are 
publishing many previously secret 
economic statistics. But she and 
others question the data. 

The continued cloudiness of 
Soviet financial figures does not 
augur well for the West as the 
Soviets seek to join such Western 
financial institutions as the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund, World 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished. 

In Shmeisanl, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


AMBASC1ATA DTTALKA - AMMAN 
SEZIONE CONSOLARE 
ANNUNCIO A1CONNAZIONALI 


In base a quanto disposto con la legge n. 470 del 
27.10.1988 (art. 6 punti 1,2,3). i cittadini italiani che 
risiedono all'estero alia data dell'entrata in vigore 
della presente legge devono dichiarare la loro 
residenza (qualora non I'abbiano gi& fatto) entro un 
anno dalla predetta data mentre coloro che trasferis- 
cono la loro residenza da un comune italiano 
all'estero devono fame dichiarazione all'ufficio cons- 
olare della circoscrizione di immigrazione entro 
novanta giorni daU’immigrazione. 

LE COMUNICAZIONI POSSONO ESSERE FATTE 
PERSONALMENTE O PER LETTERA, ORARIO D'UF- 
FICIO : TUTTI I GIORNI ECCETTO VENERDI’ E 
DOMENICA TEL: 638185, P.O. BOX 9800, AMMAN. 


FOR RENT 


Ready to rent well located house with an indepen¬ 
dent entrance, it is a ground-floor of a two-storey 
modem building, situated in Mecca Street, near the 
Housing Bank branch there. The area is almost 320 
sq.m, covering 3 large bedrooms, two large halls, 
three verandas, spacey kitchen and three bath¬ 
rooms. 

Floor covered with wall-to-wall carpet, services 
including separate telephone, electricity. Water and 
central heating are separate and the house has a 
front garden. 

It is suitable for embassy, corporations, clinic or 
living. 


For further information, please call tele¬ 
phone 812319 mornings and evenings. 


ARABIC TODAY 


Learn to speak colloquial Arabic, write the 
alphabet and begin reading. 

For more information call Tel: 647952 - 647953 - 
ELSI First Circle - Jabal Amman. 


DELUXE GROUND FLOOR OF A VILLA FOR 
RENT 

330 square metres with separate central heating, water, 
electricity and telephone. It has separate entrance and the 
garden belongs to - it. Excellent view. 

Location: A yery prestigious area in Jabal Amman, behind 
Zahran Palace. 

Visit by appointment. Please call telephone 
i 680552. _ . _ 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


EMPIRE 
OFTHESUN 



Prrformaoccs: .vjn. ft 15. 9'Ul 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


RED HEAT 


Performances 3 JO. ft: 15. N:30. 10 JO 



"Cinema ' Tel: 677420^ 

PLAZA I 
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Bank and the General Agree¬ 
ment on Trade and Tariffs, which 
require “transparent” reporting 
in which no numbers are hidden, 
Shelton said. 


nraark, 494 million ECUs ($548 
million); The Netherlands. 260 
million ECUs ($289 million); 
Greece, 187 million ECUs ($208 
million); Ireland, 155 million 
ECUs ($172 million) and Bel¬ 
gium, 11.6 million ECUs ($13 
million). 

“The growth in operations was 
chiefly attributable to lending 
from (the EIB’s) own resources,” 
the bank's annual report said. 
This lending was up by 2.1 billion 
ECUs ($2.3 billion). A 

“Expansion was marked in*' 
Spain and Portugal and also in 
France, Denmark and above an 
in Germany and The Nether¬ 
lands.” the report said. 

“There was a modest rise in 
lending in Italy, while in the other 
countries activity more or less 
remained at - present levels,” it 
added. 

Outside the EC, the EIB said 
its lending surged SO per cent to 
700 million ECUs ($777 million) 
from 1987. 

Last year, the EIB lent 302 
million ECUs ($335 million) to 
former European colonies in 
Africa, the Caribbean and theVr 
Pacific. 

Also, the EIB said, 398 million 
ECUs ($442 million) was allo¬ 
cated to countries in the 
Mediterranean basin, including 
Yugoslavia. Morocco. Jordan, 
Egypt and Malta. 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, Feb. 2, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 

Boy 

493.0 

Sea 

495.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

379.S 

381.7 

Pound Sterling 

862.4 

866.7 

Dutch guilder 

233.8 

235.0 

Dcuuchemark 

264.0 

265.3 

Swedish crown 

77.8 

78.2 

Swiss franc 

310.2 

311.8 

Italian lira (for 100) 

36.1 

36.3 

French franc 

77.5 

77.9 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

126.0 

126.6 


— 4 . 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 

previous week: 

• 



Jan. 28-Feb. 1 

Jan. 21-25 

Daily average 

JD 2.8S8.228 

JD 2,032,186 

Total volume 

JD 14.441.141 

JD 10,160,931 

Total shares 

10,088,560 

7.864374 

No. of contracts 

6,972 

Sectoral trading: 

6,044 

Industrial 

JD 10,840:540 • 

JD 7,473,738 


(75.1%) • 

(73.6%) 

Financial 

JD 2,156,196 

JD 2,086,199 


(14.9%) 

(20.5%) 

Service 

(7.2%) 

(4.9%) 

Insurance 

(2.S%) 

(1.0%) 

Share price index 

134.4 

127.8 

No. of companies 

65 

69 

Price movement (rise) 

61 

51 

(decline) 

2 

S 

(stable) 

1 

4m 

10 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.7457/67 

U.S. dollar 

ODe U.S. dollar 1.1910/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.8790/8000 

Deutschemarks 

2.1213/23 

Dutch guilders 

1.5955/62 

Swiss francs 

39.35/40 

Belgian francs 

6.3925/75 

French francs 

1371/1372 

Italian lire 

129.20/30 

Japanese yen 

6.3670/3720 

Swedish crowns 

6.7800/50 

Norwegian crowns 

7.2960/3010 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 389.40/389.80 

U.S. dollars 




the 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Domestic selling virtually wiped out early gains, with 
some brokers blaming nervousness before this weekend’s G-7 
meeting. The All Ordinaries index was up 0.8 at 1,511.3. 

TOKYO Prices ended the week on a new closing high after 
heavy trading on the back of buying of construction stocks. The 
yen’s trend against the dollar also helped the Nikkei index rise 
187.48 to 31,685.78. 

HONG KONG —The market surged to its third post-crash high of 
the week as local buying overcame institutional selling. The Hang 
Seng index gained 46.42 to 3.105.96. 

SINGAPORE Prices dosed firm after bargain-hunters caused 
widespread gains in hectic trading ahead of the lunar new year. 
The Straits Times industrial index rose 15.09 to 1.143.43. 

BOMBAY Share prices recovered on heavy speculative buying 
fuelled by rumours some Indian companies may conclude 
^ ea i s 'rith a visiting French business mission. In textiles. 
Reliance Industries Ltd. rose 7.5 ruppes to 138.5. 

FRANKFURT—Takeover rumours scurried round the Frankfort 
bourse, pushing selected stocks sharply higher and lifting the 
whole market. The real-time 30-share DAX index ended up 6.80 
points or 0.5 per cent at 1,326.36. 

ZURICH — Swiss share prices dosed generally steady in fairly 
calm trading. The all-share Swiss performance index was hardly 
moved at 959.2 points compared with 957.5 at the previous close- 
PARIS — French share prices extended gains by midday, led by 
strong buying on the Havas communications and advertising 
group. The 50-share price indicator was up 0.69 per cent. 

LONDON — Equities stood close to their day’s highs in late trade 
with an acute shortage of stock exaggerating the gains made on 
the back of early, fresh demand. Ar 1540 GMT, the FTSE100 was 
up 30.8 points at 2,074.2. 

JT Wa * 1 ? treet stocks were higher in late morning 
trade although blue chips were off highs. The Dow was up seven 
at 2340 -after rising to 2344. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Evert, Sabatini toppled in Pan-Pacific 

TOKYO (R) — Chris Evert and Gabriela Sabatini, the second and 
third seeds respectively, were toppled in the quarter-finals of the 
Pan-Pacific Women’s Open Indoor Tennis Tournament Friday. 
Evert was ousted 6-2, 5-7, 6-4 by fellow-American and seventh 
seed Lori McNeil while Argentine Sabatini lost 6-2, 6-2 to 
eighth-seeded American Mary Joe Fernandez. By contrast, top 
seed Martina Navratilova thrashed sixth-seeded West German 
Claudia Khode-Kilsch 6-2, 6-2. 

Fenech to defend title against Villasana 

SYDNEY .(AP) — World Boxing Council (WBC) featherweight 
boxing champion Jeff Fenech of Australia will defend his title 
against Mexican Marcos Villasana at the National Tennis Centre in 
Melbourne April 1, promoter Bill Mordey confirmed Friday. 
Fenech, who has an 18-0 record, was in dispute with Mordey and 
the fight was in doubt. Villasana has failed in three previous 
attempts to win a world title but is ranked the No. 4 contender for 
Fenech's title by the WBC. Fenech, former holder of the EBF 
bantamweight and WBC super-bantamweight titles, had been at 
the centre of dispute between Mordey and his management team, 
the International Management Group (IMG). Mordey now will 
continue to act as Fenech's promoter while IMG will handle all of 
the champion's business affairs, Mordey said after a meeting 
Friday. 

Fendick advances in New Zealand 

AUCKLAND (AP) —Top-seeded Patty Fendick of the United 
States trounced Swede Maria Lindstrom 6-2,6-0 Friday to advance 
to the ^ semifinals of the $75,000 Nutri-Merics International 
Women's Tennis Tournament. Fendick faces unseeded teenage 
compatriot Donna Faber Saturday. Faber, 17, upset eighth-seeded 
Beverly Bowes, also of the United States, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. In other 
quarterfinal action, No. 6 Belinda Cordwell of New Zealand and 
N. 7 Jo Dane of Britain also advanced. Big-hitting, left-hander 
Cordwell, a semifinalist at last week's Australian Open, defeated 
third-seeded Conchita Martinez of Spain 6-4, 6-2, while Durie 
downed unseeded Wiltrud Probst of West Germany 6-4, 6-4. 

Lendl, Connors, McEnroe in Volvo tourney 

CHICAGO (AP) — Top-ranked Ivan Lendl. Jimmy Connors and 
John McEnroe, and two-time defending champion Tim Mayotte, 
all are entered in the 24-man field that begins competitions next 
week in the Volvo Tennis-Chicago Championship. The Czechos¬ 
lovakian-born Lendl regained the world’s No. 1 ranking by virtue 
of his recent victory at the Australian Open, the first leg of tennis* 
grand slam. Tournament promoters also announced Thursday that 
Americans Aaron Krickstein, ranked No. 14, and teenage sensa¬ 
tion Michael Chang have agreed to play. Six teams — including 
two-time Australian Often champions Jim Pugh and Rick Leach — 
are entered in the doubles competition. 
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Jordan, Kuwait tie 1-1 
on IDavis Cup first day 


By Munem Fakhoury 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and Kuwait tied 1-1 in the first 
day of D;avis Cup tennis play here Friday with a 
straight-stits victory by Jordan’s Hani A1 Ali over 
Kuwait’s Khalid Rashid after the Kingdom’s Iyad 
Sbehadeh lost to Kuwaiti captain Khalid Ashkenani 
in an earlier singles match. 


Ali’s 6-4, 2, 7-6 victory con¬ 

trasted with SShehadeh’s 6-2. 7-5, 
6-1 loss to Ashkenani, who 
dominated tlhe play. Shehadeh 
could not succeed in returning the 
Kuwaiti cap 1 3tin's powerful serves 
and at times it appeared that the 
Jordanian number two was un¬ 
able to control the match against 
Ashkenani, vvho did not give him 
a chance to play close to the net. 


According to tbe American 
coach of tbe Jordanian team, 
Shehadeh did not perform as wes 
expected and committed several 
errors. The Kuwaiti player was 
notably better and drove hard 
with powerful and quick serves 
which Shehadeh failed to return. 

"The court influenced the 
speed of the ball and thus gave 
me an advantage, especially with 


my strong serves," Ashkenani 
said. "My opponent was good, 
but I was better." 

It was a different story with the 
Ali-Rashid match with both play¬ 
ers following the Australian style 
of tennis by sending strong serves 
and dashing to the net to return 
the ball to the opponent, thus 
avoiding long exchanges of the 
ball. Ali won the first set 6-4 after 
a strong show of powerful serves 
by both players. Having secured 
the second set 6-2, he went ahead 
into the third with his skill in 
returning the ball with stronger 
serves. When Ali was ahead 5-3, 
Rashid appeared to have gained a 
firmness and started gaining till 
tbe set was tied at 5-5 and then 6-6. 
The tie-break marathon was on 
from' then. Rashid sent the serve 
and gained a point and then tied 



Jordan’s non-playing captain and Kuwait's Khalid Davis Cup opt 
Ashkenani exchange flags at the outset of Friday’s Ayyoub) 
the set 1-1 after conceding a drawing from his experience that 


point. Ali took control of the 
match from that point and scored 
four points in succession before 
the players exchanged places. 
The serve was with Ali, who 
again won a valuable point to 
make it 6-1. He failed to press the 
advantage but the Kuwaiti player 
gained the upper hand to make it 
6-2. It was with sheer skill and 


Ali tied the set with 7-6 in the 

duel that followed. 

Friday's matches, hosted in 
Jordan for the first time, were the 
first two of five scheduled match¬ 
es in a best-of-five formula. The 
matches resume Saturday with 
Ali and Abdullah Khalil'pitted 
against Kuwait's Ashkenani and 
Aiman A1 Ashouk in a doubles 


Davis Cup opening matches (photo by Abdullah 
Ayyoub) 

experience that play. 

rich 7-6 in the Deputising for Her Majesty 
1. Queen Noor, Minister of Youth 

55, hosted in Awad Khleifat attended the 
time, were the matches. 

teduled match- The winner of the first round 
formula. The match in the Asia-Oceania Zune 
Saturday with Group 2 will play Pakistan in 
Khalil pitted April. One of the 12 teams in the 
Lshkenani and group will advance to Group 1 
: in a doubles play next year. 


Little League marks 
its 50th anniversary 

WILLIAMS SPORT, Pennsylvania (AP) — Little League baseball will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary this year with a performance by 
comedian Bob Hope and a gathering of 1,000 representatives from 
around the; world, the organisation’s president says. 

“It’s going to be an exciting time and I think it’s something the 
community will be very proud (of),’’ Creighton J. Hale, president 
and chief executive officer of Little League Baseball Inc., said. 

Hope will perform June 13 with Les Brown and his band 
Reknownedl at the stadium where the Little League World Series is 
held each .August, Hale said. 

Lundy Lumber and Lycoming Dairy, teams sponsored by two 
Williamsport businesses, played Little League's first game June 6, 
1939. 

Since then, more than 20 million youngsters have played Little 
League, lestgue spokesman Steve Keener said. This year, 2.5 million 
children in 30 countries will participate in what is billed as tbe 
world’s lairgest youth sports organisation. Keener said. 

Carl Sto tz. Little League’s founder, still lives in Williamsport but 
has several his ties with the national organisation. Stotz objects to 
the emphaitis on the world series 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4. 1989 


QPR launches crusade to be team of 1990s 


BS HOROSCOPE 

-As Charted By The Carroll Righter Astrological Foundation 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AQ10762 v J983 v7 *K3 
The bidding bas proceeded: 

South West . North East, 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

j 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AKJ852 77 0AQ95 *63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

» 

What do you bid now? 

Q-3—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*9 <?J642 JAK763 *KQ6 

Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

Soutb West North East 

I •> Pass 1 NT Pass 

V 

Whai do you bid now? 

Q.4—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ K10762 TAJ vKQ6 *JJM 
The bidding has proceeded: 


North East South 

IT Pass 1 * 

2 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


South West 
l * . Pass 


Q.5—Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold:. 

*AK7 TKJ984 0K7632 *— 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East SoHtfa West 

1 * Pass 1 T Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do y (>4 bid now? 

Q.6—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ K1053 TK6 :> AQ854 *43 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I * I NT ? 

What action do you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 

Available for a limited time as a 
special offer is a two-for-one pack¬ 
age of DOUBLES booklets. For 
your copies send S3 to “GOREN 
DOUBLES," care this newspaper, 
P.O. Box 4426, Orlando., Fla. 
32802-4426. Make checks payable 
to “Newspaperbooks.” 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Blown up anticipation might leave 
you disappointed. Projected plans 
that are beyond realistic levels 
must be brought down to the 
earthy level of possibility. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 You 
may feel tliat certain relationships 
are on a downward spiraL Find a 
way to breads the silence, and don't 
hold gnidxes. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) An 
early morniing emergency will keep 
you busy. Someone will pull at your 
heartstrings. You can be an easy 
touch today. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Self-control may be difficult, but 
yon can master it if you consider 
the consequences. Aspects today 
lack your usual communicative 
ability. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Someone who knows your 
sensitivities may be pushing your 
emotional buttons trying to get a 
response. Avoid those who are rude. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) No grass 
will grow under your feet today. 
Take this energy and find people to 
have fun with, but be careful not to 
bend the rules too far. 

VIRGO (Aim. 22 to Sept. 22) If at 
first you don t succeed, try, try 
again, or so the saying goes. Keep 
beating the romantic drum and you 
will win in the end. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) 
Pressure from someone close may 
have you burning inside most of tbe 
day. Do something personal for 


yourself. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) It 
is time to tackle a money problem. 
Look at additional income oppor¬ 
tunities and enlist the cooperation 

'SAGITTARIUS (Nijv. 22 totted 
21) An even temper will help you 
through the day. Someone dose can 
mislead you into a situation that 
you don’t understand. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Time spent repairing and rebuilding 
will be well spent Fi n i sh i ng old pro¬ 
jects wQl be more valuable than 
starting uew ones. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You are beaming with energy but 
may have difficulty getting others 
fired up to your level Strike a 
balance between obligations and 
your needs. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Men¬ 
tal dreams keep the cobwebs out of 
the mind. Loneliness stems when 
others don’t appreciate your poetic 
nature. 

If Your Child Is Bora Today 

He or she will be an intellectual¬ 
ly creative individualist who has 
the gift of logic and analysis. Your 
child's scientific mind will thirst for 
information and facts that can later 
be used and studiecL'Your progeny 
may travel and change home en¬ 
vironments frequently. 

* • * 


LONDON (Agencies) — Trevor 
Francis’s crusade to transform 
Queen’s Park Rangers into En¬ 
glish soccer’s team of the 1990s 
begins in earnest Saturday with 
the visit of MillwalL 

The former England striker 
and new Rangers manager spent 
almost £1 million (SI .75 million) 
in 24 hours this week to bring 
Liverpool’s Nigel Spademan and 
Aston Villa's Andy Gray to the 
west Londoners’ Loftus Road 
home. 

The two signings are Francis's 
opening moves in his bid to turn 
Rangers, currently fifth from bot¬ 
tom of the First Division, into 
one of England's top teams. 

“I shall not be happy until I get 
a team that can challenge for the 
title," Francis said after securing 
the signature of Gray for 
£425,000 ($745,000) Thursday. 

“I hope that will be by the 
beginning of next season. I’ve 
bought two quality players and if 
there are others that become 
available I shall endeavour to 
bring them in." 

Gray will launch his midfield 
partnership with Spackman, who 
cost Francis a club record 
£500,000 ($875,000) Wednesday, 
against Millwall with his new 
manager singing his praises. 

‘‘I’ve always liked Andy,” said 
Francis. “He epitomises every¬ 
thing that’s good about the mod¬ 
ern day footballer — a good 
athlete'whoriikesrTO' ger forward t 
and bas an eye for goal." 

Rangers’ new midfield part¬ 
nership faces a stem test against a 
high-flying Millwall side anxious 
for victory after being dumped 
out of the F. A. Cup by Liverpool 
last weekend and beaten 3-2 at 


home by Norwich in the league 
the previous week. 

League leaders Arsenal, who 
entertain second from bottom 
West Ham, will be eager to 
avenge their F.A. Cup humilia¬ 
tion by their London neighbours 
last month. 

West Ham’s 1-0 win in a third 
round replay at Highbury has left 
Arsenal to concentrate on secur¬ 
ing their first championship since 
1971. 


Manuel Amoros. 

Paris SG travels Sunday to 
Sochaux for a difficult match 
again a team containing young 
lions Stephane Faille and Franck 
Silvestre, who gets his first inter¬ 
national cap in the friendly be¬ 
tween France and Ireland Feb. 7. 

Marseille, five points behind 
Auxerre, will have to survive the 
loss of international striker Eric 
Cantona to stay third. 

They face a difficult trip to the 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Victory could leave Arsenal six 
points clear at the top Saturday 
night if second-placed Norwich 
falter away to unpredictable 
Chariton. 

Third-placed Coventry visits 
Middlesbrough while champions 
Liverpool, nine points adrift of 
Arsenal in fourth place, travels to 
bottom club Newcastle. 

Lee Martin, who missed Man¬ 
chester United’s fourth round 
F.A. Cup win over Oxford last 
Saturday because of influenza, is 
back in the squad for Sunday's 
televised game at home to Tot¬ 
tenham. 

France 

French soccer resumes after its 
seven-week winter break Satur¬ 
day with Auxerre looking to steal 
the First Division lead, if only 
briefly, from Paris Saint-Ger¬ 
main. 

Auxerre, two points down, will 
go in front if they beat titlehol- 
ders Monaco, who will be without 
English international midfielder 
Glenn Hoddle and defender 


Parc des Princes to face Matra 
Racing. 

Cantona, who failed in his bid 
Wednesday to sign with Barcelo¬ 
na, was suspending indefinitely 
from his club after throwing his 
jersey and leaving the field last 
Saturday during a friendly against 
Torpedo Moscow. 


In Italy, a fresh injury scare hit 


Dutch star Ruud Gullit Thursday 
in AC Milan’s run-up to Sunday’s 
league clash at Ascoli. though he 
thinks he will probably play. 

Gullit has played in only a 
dozen of Milan’s matches this 
season and has not trained for 
two days because of a swollen 
right knee. 

Gub officials said the problem 
was a recurrence of the injury 
that first halted Gullit last 
November and that the training 
ban was precautionary. 

“I could have done without this 
stop but I think it is just pre¬ 
cautionary." Gullit told repor¬ 
ters. “From what I can tell, I 
should make it on Sunday." 

Gullit has been only a shadow 
of the player who was last sea¬ 
son's European Footballer of the 
Year 

Even without him, Milan 
should in theory have iittle trou¬ 
ble with bottom-placed Ascoli 
but they are nine points adrift of 
league leaders lntemazionalc 
Milan with no realistic hope of 
retaining the title. 



BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 


halil 


Um Uthaina 
Tel: 813191 


JORDAN 

TENNIS 

FEDERATION 

The Jordan Tennis Federation announces 
the launching of a Little League tennis for 
boys and girls between the ages of 7-16. 
Registration will be on Friday Feb. 10, 
1989 from 9 a.m. -1 p.m., at A! Hussein 
Tennis Courts located at Al Hussein 
Sports City, opposite Martyr's Monument, 
North Gate, no. 4. 

Registration fee J D 15. Course 
duration from March 4 to May 4, 
1989. 


Peanuts 

























































7.t Rodriguez iakesover 



ASUN 

Alfred* 

rebellio. 

General 


wmm % 


:ss\ — Paraguayan strongman 
—ns overthrown isa an army 
yaass an power, rebel leader 
:‘:o^:i!5Bsez sacd Friday. 


sd 


Rodriguez, iiman Jet - of the 
powerful First a rrn Core**. snrti 
in-a radio broaden Friday morn¬ 
ing he was "Mkirj. •:o!V , r\-.r.d of 
the country fron romer.t." 

“I comim«r!e.i:-j r- yy-: that 
Genera' Sirs vr.-.-r wurren- 
dered :tno fsn-..*. ■■I'li'-'j i rsTJcct 
health, deprive;: c‘ ! being 
shown nil !:u-v:r rights, at a 
residence t : :. 77is; Army 

Corps." said Rriiriguer.. who is 
father-in-inn- ;o >:p evmer's 
youngest son. .'.-Jr 
Argentc'-ndor io Pa¬ 
raguay sa:*j 3 ;; .1 radio interview 
that Stroet-sr.s- vs.! :.illeu ar.d the 
opposition OtTc-.-r v-erc ir. control. 

Stroessncr. 7:-. »-.< Jon cost-rai- 
ing leader in V. e v-rstern iwitis- 
phere. has been ■■•■o • is.;.'It!: in 
recent :i:orrhs ; •.-.mailed 

his dijJic*; ,.;.o j-rbisv appear¬ 
ances. 


v’.tC .--- ..f?-’ .. 


‘Radi;* kanin:. : :r 

: .it’, war the 

border «::h T:i ;i 


na. reported 

•- .'tie; ;« is were 

arrested r.ru! V-.. 

• J base. 

They inclcdeJ u: 

:•/ rilC.' Be- 

nitez. the 

i"n font-time 

private “eereiirj. 

J second vice 

president .o* the re 

;n; C«V.'r;:tio 

Party, the ^ 

: d. 

The ilor.i;;n C;<t 

f-oli. Church 


run-staii 'r. R.-.c'in i.'a:it:sS re¬ 
ported Sirojsr-t-er I:.:?! br;n given 
12 hours'to is:.ve die c. v, .r;rv and 
had chorea fo \ ic ; r. Chile. 

The steiion ais.. -e" sri.-J Rod¬ 
riguez would be : v.;: ta ir. 3 * Para¬ 
guay's new pivdderi 5 p.m. 
(2000 GMiTit ? Aaiio:: did not 
identify :r.e iv-arr: reports, 

which could not ac*«n- 


'yffiksgg . -P? 

Alfredo Slrocs. 
firmed in depend 

Gunfire broke hursday 

night when tanks in.. ,:ed by the 
rebels rumbled through the capit¬ 
al, firing shells near the presiden¬ 
tial palace and police headquar¬ 
ters. 

There was no immediate word 
on casualties after the clashes 
tailed off early Friday. Streets in 
the semitropical capital of 
900.000 were deserted Friday 
morning. 

‘‘Order has been re-estab¬ 
lished, and with it all the human 
values of our entire constitution 
will be respected," Rodriguez 
said. 

Rodriguez's message was first 
broadcast at 7:40 a.ni. (1040 
GMT) and repeated several times 
as Paraguayans in the capital 
learned for the first time that the 
only president they had known 
for 34 years apparently was 
ousted. 


Stroessner had held absolute 
power in the landlocked South 
American country since ousting 
Federico Chavez in 1954. He was 
army commander-in-chief, doled 
out political favours and jobs to 
his allies and called anyone who 
opposed him a Marxist subver¬ 
sive. He frequently exiled politic¬ 
al opponents. 

Diplomats and political sources 
said Thursday that Rodriguez 
apparently was ordered to give up 
his command and retire or accept 
the post of defence minister. The 
reasons for the order were not 
known, and he reportedly re¬ 
fused. 

He is associated with a faction 
of the ruling Colorado Party that 
supports limited democratisation. 

In his radio communique. Rod¬ 
riguez said he and his men “left 
our barracks in defence of the 
dignity and the honour of the 
am red forces, for the full and 
total unification of the ruling Col¬ 
orado Party, for the initiation of 
democratisation in Paraguay 
(and) for the respect of human 
rights.” 

Early Friday, radio reports 
quoted' an infantry division com¬ 
mander, Brigadier-General 
Ismael Otazu, as saying the upris¬ 
ing was not “insubordination but 
a correction.” Colonel Dionisio 
Cabello told March 1 radio he 
was the new air force commander 
and pledged allegiance to Rodri¬ 
guez. 

Infantry divisions in three in¬ 
terior dries — Villarrica. San 
Juan Bautista and Concepdon — 
and an air force unit sided almost 
immediately with the rebels, the 
reports indicated. 

On Friday, soldiers blocked the 
street in front of the national 
palace. 


73<MafitKOTa tafllfeS ©MM 
P ®e®©u 


VIENNA. Attflri,• / — After 

more i? year-. «->i !y :r.cf r.c’u- 
sive negotiationd;! 10 •; from 

the North Orga¬ 

nisation iN.VTCi .a..; the V.'nr- 
saw Pact ThiirMl;:;. formally ;:!v.n- 
doned r.tlk.% on r.-J-.-ring military 
forces in centra: Eirvpo. 

Char.tcrcrsric : f the deep divi¬ 
sions at the world'*: longest-run¬ 
ning East-West ;:rms negotiations 
was the fact that the two Miles 
even had diJVeivrt name*, for rite 
talks until t:u n ur. 11 . 

The necc<!;atioi;s -il! iornialiy 
go down in history the “nego¬ 
tiations on *he mutajl r_ nation 
of forces .ir.d ::rm.:*r.er»s 
associated r.v.rasu res : r . centra'. 
Europe.” 5ut the V-cst h: d been 
calling their. MBFR. or mutual 
and balanced force reduction 
talks. 

The two military blocs halted 
their efforts after tliev a creed in a 


separate round of preparatory 
talks to begin negotiations on 
conventional armed forces in 
Europe in Vienna March 6. 

Unlike the previous conference 
which began in October 1973. the 
new talks are to involve all 23 
member countries of the two 
alliances. They are to cover all of 
Europe “from (he Atlantic to the 
Urals," thus encompassing much 
of the reductions area of the 
negotiations ended Thursday. 

The direct participants of" the 
previous talks were East and 
West Germany. Belgium. Lux¬ 
embourg. the Netherlands. Bri¬ 
tain, Poland. Czechoslovakia, the 
Soviet Union, the United States 
and Canada. France, a special 
NATO member, did not take 
part even ;ts an observer. 

The Vienna negotiations failed 
mainly because the two sides 
could not concur on opposing 


troop strengths, as well as 
methods to police eventual with¬ 
drawals and the permanency of 
such cuts. 

Their termination had been 
widely expected ever since the 
start of mandate talks on the new 
European force reduction nego¬ 
tiations. 

A joinr communique Thursday 
said that “the extent of common 
ground has proved to be insuffi¬ 
cient to enable the participants to 
agree on a treaty. 

“Nevertheless, the positions of 
the two sides have converged on a 
number of issues." said the 20- 
line communique. “The partici¬ 
pants have gained valuable ex¬ 
perience and a dearer picture of 
v.hat will be necessary to achieve 
mutually agreeable and verifiable 
reductions and limitations of 
forces and armaments in 
Europe." 


Vi.i-'i.r-i 
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Sty 1 ? -y i.j- 1 . Li Li t 


WASHINGTON i.\T>; — Japan 
is doing more ti e United 
Slates to eur.v t-ade fneiior. be¬ 
tween the iWi - n.iiinnv. c -.;> s Mike 
Mansfield, former L’.S. Senate 
Democratic Ic.uI.t :»nu .;mi 
dor ro Jan.»n Jor a roconJ II 
years. 

“Japan foil-: well, mv 

countrs mv*l il- in".ter" ri iekmu 


well, mv 
belter" r) teking 
the ec'.’iu r.:;-.: n :• needed ;«• 
currec: ti e mu!:"' v. n iMlar 
trade imh:.A.'cv . cen t’le :v,.« 
countrie- r<:v- ;n lt.M’ur 

of Japur. said in a 

blunt sy-veeh .“se palter* 
embassy 

■. ii.■ retired last 
month t. .be :v:j «*f S5. spoke 
after issitin: Prime Minister 
Noborti *.:k.•%!»::.. p.-oviiteii him 
the first i.!p,:i:v e decoration 
made i:i tV r.u of the new 
emperor. Aiit : :• -. r.-cogimion 
of service t » betv.ven 

the two eoutjtrj^s 

U.S.-J,-ci.:ii.>ns "for the 
moment .ire !:i very eo«»d shape 
— but only for ’he moment." he 
said. "In security {uiiis.srv) mat¬ 
ters. we .ire true partners, in 
foreign aid. j.-p.m this \c::r will 


be number one in dispensing of 
its largesse." 

He noted that Japan has 
budgeted more on foreign aid 
that the United Slates this year. 

Mansfield said the trade imba¬ 
lance was the only cloud on the 
horizon. He then congratulated 
Takcshila “for what you have 
done in bringing about a restruc¬ 
turing of ihe Japanese eco¬ 
nomy" by increasing domestic 
demand and “doing what you can 
sit bringing about an end to the 
irunerdous imbalance between 
our two countries. 

He predicted Japan and the 
United States would solve their 
differences through cooperation 
rather than confrontation “and 
together usher in the century of 
the Pacific" for the world. 

Spokesmen for hoth sides said 
Bsv-h assured Tafceshiia his new 
administration would resist press¬ 
ure in the United Stales for trade 
protectionism and isolationism. 

Tae Japanese leader said his 
government is prepared to 
assume greater global responsibi¬ 
lities and desires frequent policy 
consultation with Washington. 


But U.S. concern about 
Japanese trade rivalry and sur¬ 
pluses is aired more bluntly at the 
Capitol than at the White House. 

Nevctheless, Takeshita told 
Bush Thursday in a ceremony 
concluding nearly three hours of 
talks and a working lunch, said: 
“No nation can replace the Un¬ 
ited States as the leader of the 
democracies around the world.” 

Bush put it more simply, de¬ 
claring. “We respect one 
another, we need one another ... 
we wilt continue to work together 
for the good of our peoples and of 
ail humanity." 

Earlier, during their dosed 
door meeting, a Japanese spokes¬ 
man said Takeshita told Bush 
“we want the United States to be 
strong and it is our intention to be 
the most reliable partner of the 
United States." 

Predicting a stream of "peace 
offensives" from Moscow under 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 
Takeshita noted that Japan has 
made no progress persuading the 
Soviet Union to return former 
Japanese northern islands taken 
at the end of World War II. 



Botha quits as party leader 


weeks ago, resigned Thursday as 
_ leader of the National Party but 
indicated he would stay on as 
head of state. 

National Education Minister 
F.W. de Klerk was narrowly 
elected as die new leader of the 
governing party, strengthening 
speculation that he was Botha’s 
heir apparent as president. 

State radio said Botha, 73, told 
party officials in a letter that he 
was resigning his leadership post 
in order to concentrate on his 
presidential duties and to dis¬ 
tance the presidency from parti¬ 
san politics. 

De Klerk, an attorney before 


ated with any major reforms. He tion as party leader made him the 
supported a controversial crack- logical successor .to Botha. He 
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down on anti-apartheid dissent at 
universities and has been active io 
trying to halt defections from the 
National Party to the extreme- 
right Conservative' party. 

At a news confe rence in Cape 
Town, de Klerk dticlined to dis¬ 
cuss his political agenda. He said 
that if he wanted to propose any 
policy changes, “I v vould like first 
to have a discussion 1 with the state 
president." 

“A very special relationship 
will now have to de velop between 
myself as leader-in-chief of the 
National Party on - the one hand' 


P.W. Botha 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
President P.W. Botha, recover¬ 
ing from a stroke suffered two 


he entered politics, apjxare to. and the state president as chief 


favour Botha's policies of limited 
and gradual race reform. 

As education minister de 
Klerk. 52, has not been assori- 


executive on the otiher hand," he 
said. 

De Klerk declin ed to answer 
directly when aske>d if his selec¬ 


ted that his position had “no 
direct or formal constitutional im¬ 
plications." 

The independent South Afri¬ 
can Press Association said de 
Klerk's selection as party leader 
"is a firm indicator that, should 
President Botha resign, he would 
succeed him.” 

South Africa’s president is 
selected by an electoral college 
made up of parliament members' 
from the majority parties in the 
three chambers of the legislature 
— white, Asian, and mixed-race. 
Under the existing system, the 
whites in the electoral college 
outnumber the Asian and mixed- 
race representatives combined 
and have full control of the pro¬ 
cess. 


Racism swells, but Pretoria apathetic 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — In 
the mining town of Carletonvil- 
le, officials this week voted to 
erect a fence to keep blacks off 
the civic centre's lawn. 

In Johannesburg, a mob of 
whites threatened to kill an 
Indian man who hoped to be 
their neighbour. 

Near Cape Town, a blond, 
five-year-old boy was expelled 
last week from an all-white 
nursery school. Wayne Shirley 
was “a lovely and intelligent 
boy," the principal In 
Kraaifontein said, and he was 
legally classified as white, but 
he could not stay because his 
mother had mixed racial 
ancestry. 

Practices like these pervade 


k " . 




ifBBMSifflgs anger aborigines 


SYDNEY. Australia lAD — 
Families of irori-^incs who died 
in police ai .la;, w^rc angered 
Frida\ at ^ iO’vrnnvjnl report on 
the death■> that accused police of 
fabricating evjd.rve b- i ' • -pp-’ii 
short of recoromcn criminal 
charges. 

The report, issued Thursday, 
found no evidence of foul play in 
four of 111? deaths being investi¬ 
gated. Tlie report said, however, 
that the deaths probably could 
have been avoided. 


Judne James 
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died while in police custody has 
more than doubled. 


Muirhead said two of the 
deaths were apparently protests 
by the aborigines in custody that 
went “horribly wrong" and that 
the other two aborigines died 
from natural causes. He set no 
date for the commission's next 
report. 

A grieving Alice Dixon, whose 
son Kingsley was found hanging 
in his cell in Adelaide jail in 1987, 
wept when she heard the finding. 

“I expected some retribution. 
They're murdering our people, 
ear boys, and they're getting 
away v-ith it." she said. “My son 
i v de v.1. oibei was arc dead and 
mothers arc gncving and this is 
rc-ul; v e are toir.y to pc:." 

LMe:'•ifo’-c "-year- 
old son rddto was fourd lumped 
in 1981, said, “I've never be¬ 
lieved police.” She said the find¬ 
ing her soil took his own life 


“shatters my Faith in white jus¬ 
tice." 

Muirhead, 63, quit two weeks 
ago as head of the royal commis¬ 
sion into aboriginal deaths to 
accept an appointment, begin¬ 
ning in April, as administrator in 
the northern territory. Muirhead 
said the investigation’s workload 
was too heavy. 

He was scheJuied to have 
finished his report on the 44 
deaths by last month but said the 
additional deaths had delayed the 
work by two more years. 

The National Aboriginal and 
(slander Legal Service, which 
helped pressure the government 
to investigate the deaths, criti¬ 
cised the inquin' Friday. 

E 1 rector Paul Coe said the 
reports did not take a "fair look” 
at the criminal justice system, nor 


make recommendations of legal 
action against individual police 
officers. 

Australia has about 160,000 
indigenous aborigines, about one 
per cent of the nation’s 16 million 
population. Government statis¬ 
tics show aborigines have many 
social and economic problems. 

Aborigines are six times more 
likely to go to jail than other 
Australians, government statis¬ 
tics show. Aboriginal activists 
have accused police of brutality in 
the deaths. Most of the offenders 
were arrested and placed in 
police cells on minor charges such 
as being drunk and disorderly. 

The newspaper said the report 
"documented the tragic consequ¬ 
ences of routine mistreatment, 
official indifference and deepen¬ 
ing distress and despair." 


South African society. What 
sets the country apart is not the 
existence of racism, but the fact 
that it is permitted, sometimes 
even mandated, by many of the 
people in power. 

When right-wing whites re- 
segregated parks in the 'city of 
Boksburg last year and blocked 
the Indian man from moving 
into their neighbourhood last 
weekend, they were scolded by 
the government and the press. 
But they had the law on their 
side. 

Employers face no penalties 
if they hire according to race, 
but colourblind landlords face 
heavy fines. Government 
schools must practice segrega¬ 
tion, and private schools are 


entitled to do so:. Municipal 
governments are empowered to 
bar blacks from parks, buses or 
beaches. 

“The racists and. bigots will 
exploit laws as king as they 
remain on the statute books,” 
said Brian Cnrrin., director of 
Lawyers for Human Rights. 

President P.W. Botha's gov¬ 
ernment has spoken out against 
racism with increas ing frequen¬ 
cy in recent years. In Novem¬ 
ber, it banned a small white- 
supremacist group, and it has 
outlawed the inertement of ra¬ 
cial hostility. ■ 

“If apartheid means ... ra¬ 
cial discrimination and en¬ 
croachment on hnnaan dignity, 
then I reject it oult of hand,'' 


Botha said in 1986. 

But rarely is the govern¬ 
ment’s rhetoric accompanied by 
tough action. The recent ban¬ 
ning of the white liberation 
movement has not been fol¬ 
lowed by steps against the lar¬ 
ger* more powerful Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement, despite 
its white-supremacist ideology, 
Nazi-style symbols and para¬ 
military training programmes. 

Nor did pofice disperse the 
mob which gathered outside a 
house in Johannesburg's 
Mayfair west district Sunday, 
draped a noose over a wall, 
and shouted threats at the Indi¬ 
an who planned to move bis 
famil y into the white neigh¬ 
bourhood. 


Gandhi warns Pakistan against 
rocket, nuclear weaipons tests 


Salvador Laurel 

Laurel 

meets 

Marcos 

HONOLULU (AP) — Philippine 
Vice-President Salvador Laurel 
met with ousted leader Ferdinand 
Marcos Thursday, and Marcos' 
son relayed a message to the 
Philippine government pleading 
for his critically ill father's rerum. 

Laurel came to Hawaii without 
Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino's blessing, with whom he 
has been at odds since taking 
office in 1986. Aquino has vowed 
that Marcos, who has been indi¬ 
cted on U.S. racketeering 
charges, would never return. 

Laurel met with Marcos' doc¬ 
tors, his wife, lmelda. and Mar¬ 
cos himself, but refused to dis¬ 
close the details of any of the 
conversations. An aide said 
Laurel would make a statement 
before leaving Hawaii Friday 
morning. 

“I don't think he’s going to 
take any plane rides. I just want 
to hear what he has to say," 
Laurel said before a 20-minute 
visit to the hospital. 

Marcos was listed in critical but 
stable condition after Laurel's 
visit. 

Later Thursday, Marcos’ son, 
Ferdinand Junior or “Bong 
Bong,” released a copy of a letter 
he said was relayed to Mrs. 
Aquino Wednesday night. The 
letter asked that his father be 
allowed to return to his home¬ 
land. 

“I come to request nothing 
more than the basic human rights 
of all Filipinos to die in the 
Philippines," the letter said. “I 
therefore hope that you can see 
beyond your personal feelings, 
and by showing compassion, act 
10 ieconcile rather than further 
divide the nation.” 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi said 
Friday he had received reports 
Pakistan had tested a medium- 
range rocket and obtained mate¬ 
rial used to boost the power of 
nuclear weapons. 

He told a public meeting in 
Bombay India would take steps 
to protect itself if the reports 
were true. 

“In these circumstances, we 
cannot sit and watch the situa¬ 
tion. We will take necessary steps 
and not allow the security of our 
country to be endangered," said 
Gandhi. 

The Indian leader, whose 
meeting with Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto last De¬ 


cember appeared to herald a new 
warmth in relations between the 
South Asian neighbours, quoted 
the reports as saying Pakistan had 
tested a rocket with a range of 
640 kilometres. 

He said Pakistan had obtained 
supplies of tritium from West 
Germany which could be used to 
produce a five or six-ifold increase 
in the power of nuclear weapons. 

Gandhi gave no further details 
but his comments came less than 
a month after Washington ac¬ 
cused a West German firm of 
exporting beryllium to India in 
1984 without the required permis¬ 
sion of U.S. authorities. ‘ 

Beryllium can also enhance the 
power of nuclear bombs but has 


peaceful uses ranging from metal¬ 
lurgy to plastics. 

India exploded a nuclear de¬ 
vice in 1974. but said it was for 
peaceful uses. It also accuses 
Pakistan of developing nuclear 
weapons, a charge Islamabad 
consistently denies. 

India and Pakistan have fought 
three wars since 1947 but rela¬ 
tions appeared to improve after 
Bhutto came to power. 

Western diplomats said Gan¬ 
dhi's accusations appeared an 
attempt to counter the U.S. 
charge as well as declare to the 
world that India was failing to 
improve relations with Pakistan 
under Bhutto despite its best in¬ 
tentions. 


Secret talks reported on 
N. Ireland government 


LONDON (AP) — Leaders on 
both sides of the conflict in 
Northern Ireland have held secret 
talks on the future government of 
the British-ruled province, Brit¬ 
ish media reported. 

Northern Ireland has beefi 
ruled directly from London since 
the Northern Ireland assembly 
was dissolved amid growing strife 
in 1972, three years after an 
outbreak of religious and political 
violence. 

Gordon Mawhinney, deputy 
leader of the province's middle- 
of-the-road Alliance Party, which is 
supported by Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, confirmed he 
was one of those who had takeu 
part in the talks reported by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

But three other politicians — 
James Molyneaux, leader of the 
Protestant official Unionist Party; 
the Reverend Ian Paisley, leader 
of the Protestant Democratic Un¬ 


ionist Party; and John Hume, 
leader of the moderate Catholic 
Democratic and Labour Party — 
distanced themselves from the 
reports. 

Hume said the .BBC's version 
of what had taken place was 
“nonsense.” 

The BBC first reported the 
talks Thursday and then repeated 
the reports Friday. 

"The discussions began four 
months ago in > West Germany 
and were supported by the British 
and Irish governments,” the BBC 
reported in the lead item on its 
world service radio news bulletins 
early Friday. 

"Taking part have been offi¬ 
cials of the two main Protestant 
parties, the ... social and demo¬ 
cratic ■ Labour Party and the 
Northern Ireland Alliance Party. 
... they agreed that Protestants 
and Catholics could share power 
at all levels of government, in- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tower vote delayed 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Senate Armed 
Services Committee Thursday postponed a vote 
on John Tower's nomination as defence secretary 
after new allegations about the former senator’s 
behaviour surfaced. Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn, a Georgia Democrat, interrupted a com¬ 
mittee hearing on nuclear weapons to announce 
that the panel would not vote on Tower today as 
expected. “We are looking at additional bits of 
information,” Senator John Warner, the ranking 
Republican on the committee, told the other 
members. “We will be meeting with the FBI later 
today," Warner told the committee. Nunn and 
Warner declined to state publicly what the new 
allegations concerned or who was making them. 
Tower, a former Texas senator, has denied at his 
nomination hearings that he is a problem drinker. 

Reagan, Gorbachev nominated 

OSLO (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
and former U.S. President Ronald Reagan have 
been nominated a second time for the Nobel 
Peace Prize, sources at the Nobel Institute said 
Friday. The sources told Reuters the Dalai 
Lama, the exiled spiritual leader of Tibet, 
Czechoslovak human rights activist and former 
Foreign Minister Jiri Hajek and Joao Havelange, 
Brazilian head of the International Football 
Federation, have also been nominated for the 
1989 award. Last year, Nobel watchers said an 
award to Reagan and Gorbachev, nominated 
after signing the first superpower treaty to cut 
nuclear arsenals, could be seen as an endorse¬ 
ment of Republican presidential candidate 
George Bush. 


r 


Burma plane crash kills 26 

RANGOON, Burma (AP) — A domestic airlin¬ 
er taking off from Rangoon airport Friday 
crashed after hitting a tree, killing 2o people and 
injuring three others on board, the state radio 
said. Four other people also were injured when 
the Burma Airways Fokker Friendship 27 
crashed near housing for families of air force 
personnel. Radio Rangoon said. The radio said 
engine failure caused the crash, Burma’s fourth 
since mid-1987, but said authorities were investi¬ 
gating. The Turboprop foiled to gain enough 
altitude and hit a 3-metre tree shortly after 
take-off for Kengtung, 611 kilometres northeast 
of Rangoon, the radio reported. 

Chernobyl threat lingers 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet authorities have 
ordered the evacuation of 20 more villages in the 
^public of Byelorussia because of continuing 
high levels of fallout from the 1986 Chernobyl 
nuclear accident. Soviet television reported 
Thursday that persistently high levels of cesium 
137 were recorded in 17 districts of Byelorussia 
— up to 250 kilometres north of the site of the 
accident in the neighbouring Republic of the 
Ukraine. It described the aftennath of the 
accident as an “unhealed wound” and said, 
without elaborating, that residents had not been, 
fully informed on the consequences of the April,’ 
1986, accident. The explosion and fire at the 
Chernobyl power plant was the world's worst 
nuclear accident, killing 31 people and forcing 
tiie evacuation of at least 100,000 people. Thurs¬ 
day's television report said contamination from 
the accident had affected 415 settlements of 
varying size with a total population of 103,000: 



eluding control of the police," the 
BBC reported. 

“A spokesman for the Alliance 
Party said there was a genuine 
willingness by all parties to find a 
solution," the report said. 

The outlawed Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) fighting British rule 
in Northern Ireland and the 
IRA’s legal political arm. Sinn 
Fein, apparently did not take part 
in the secret talks, the reports 
indicated. The IRA is fighting to 
reunite Northern Ireland, which 
is predominantly Protestant, with 
the Republic of Ireland, where 95 
per cent of the people are 
Catholic. 

The Ango-Irish agreement 
signed Nov. 15, 1985 by British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch¬ 
er and the prime minister of the 
-Irish Republic, Garret Fitzgerald, 
gives the Dublin government a 
formal consultative role in tbe 
running of Northern Ireland. 


Diana charms 
New Yorkers 

NEW YORK (AP) r- Princess 
Diana, who has enchanted New 
York's social elite and working- 
class residents, is to visit Harlem 
hospital and meet children with 
AIDS Friday, her third and last 

day of her first official visit here.. 

On Thursday night, she swept 
down a sparkling marble staircase 

— like Cinderella at the prince’s 
ball _ to join the guests at a gala 
post opera dinner in her honour. 
The princess, dazzling in a white 
evening gown with beaded 
bolero, paused on the steps for a 
moment as a four-year-old girl 
and her brother, seven, the chil¬ 
dren of tbe co-chairwoman of the 
event, presented her with a small 
bouquet of flowers. As Diana 
approached her seat at the head 
table in the atrium — known as 
the winter garden — of the world 
financial centre, the approx¬ 
imately 800 guests, who had 
watched her descend in awed 
silence, broke into applause. “I 
was thinking how poised she 
was," said Ricbard Fisher, the 
president of Morgan Stanley 
Group Incorporated. “I was sur¬ 
prised. You think of her as young 
and she was so regal.” The ele¬ 
gant sit-down dinner in the 
atrium Thursday night was the 
princess's last event in a busy day 
that took her from a family's 
apartment at a lower east side 
homeless shelter to FAO 
Schwarz's treasure trove of toys 
to the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music for tbe American debut of 
the Welsh National Opera. 

Close changes 
looks after movie 

WASHVELLE. Tennessee (AP) 

— Glenn Close, star of the movie 
“Fatal Attraction," says she had 
to change her appearance be¬ 
cause of the recognition she re¬ 
ceived after her performance as 
Alex, the enraged jilted lover: “I 
was surprised the picture became 
the phenomenon it did,” Close 
said of the film in a recent inter¬ 
view. “It was amazing. “I even 
cut my hair because people were 
jumping out of my way. My hair 
stylist says people come in want¬ 
ing their hair 'done tike Glenn 
Close's’ 1" Her blond hair was in a 
distinctive curly style for the film. 
“I am kind of an average-looking 
woman and, until recently. I’ve 
been able to travel around pretty 
much without hindrance. Alex 
has changed all that. too. “I don't 
think any of us realised how 
emotional people would be about 
‘Fatal Attraction’ and how much 
they’d hate my guts and want to 
see me blown away (killed).” 

Schoolgirl turns 
tables on Jackson 

LONDON (AP) — English 
schoolgirl Elizabeth Ashcroft 
says she turned the tables on pop 
scar Michael Jackson by present¬ 
ing him with a T-shirt bearing the 
slogan “I’ve met Elizabeth 
Ashcroft." Elizabeth, 12 won a 
contest to attend one of Jackson's 
concerts in Los Angeles last week 
and meet him backstage. "The 
T-shirt was my own idea,” she 
said. “I’ve got hundreds of things 
with his name on, so I thought he 
would like something with mine.” 
Elizabeth, from Stourbridge in 
the west Midlands, said she got a 
thank yon and a big hug from 
Jackson. 

Cocker spaniels 
are U.S. favourites 

NEW YORK (AP) — Cocker 
spaniels are the favourite dog in 
the United States for the sixth, 
year m a row, while labrador 
retrievers have edged out poodles 
for the number two spot, the 
American Kennel club says. The 
Annual Canine Census (ACC), 
based on the number of dogs 
registered among each breed by 
ACC, ranks poodles third in 
1988, followed by golden retriev¬ 
ers, German shepherds and chow 
chows ‘— the latter three un¬ 
changed from 1987. Rottweilers 
moved from 12th to seventh, 
while beagles fell one position to 
eighth. Dachshunds were un- 
changed at ninth, while miniature 
schnauzers slipped two rungs to 
10th place. 

Non-stop balloon 
flight planned 

NEW YORK (R) — A British 
adventurer and a U.S. filmmaker 
unveiled plans Wednesday to 
make the first non-stop balloon 
flight around the world, a 40,000 
kilometre voyage set to begin in 
California at the- end of March. 
“It’s the ultimate challenge,” said 
44-year-old British balloonist Ju¬ 
lian Nott, who made the 
announcement at New York’s ex¬ 
plorers dub with 34-year-old 
Eugene “buddy” Squires, an 
award-winning documentary 
cinematographer from Cleve¬ 
land. • 




